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P B E F A C B 


Tilt  fourth  World  Congress  of  the  Communist  International 
discussed  and  considered  the  question  of  a program  for  the 
M Communist  International.  The  final  adoption  of  the  program 
was  postponed,  however,  until  the  Fifth  World  Congress  \i  the 
same  time  all  the  national  sections  of  the  Communist  International 
were  instructed  to  formulate  programs  for  their  own  national  com- 
munist movements. 

This  decision  applies  also  to  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national The  program  of  the  Young  Communist  International  is  of 
special  importance  because  tts  work  i-  carried  on  among  a particular 
section  of  the  working  class,  — the  young  proletariat  In  its  work 
of  t%:  mg  the  young  workers  for  the  class  struggle  andi  for  com- 

munism the  Young  Communist  International  faces  problems  and 
encounters  difficulties  and  tasks  of  a son  which  arc  scarcely  touched 
upon  by  the  party  This  makes  it  necessary  to  formulate  a concrete 
practical  program  lor  the  activities  ol  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national and  to  connect  (his  program  closely  with  that  of  the  Com- 
munist International  so  that  they  may  be  used  as  a common  weapon 
in  the  struggles  of  the 'communist  movement 

Up  lo  the  present  the  Young  Communist  International  hits 
used  the  program  of  its  preliminary  conference  in  Berlin  in  1910. 
A new  program  was  prepared  for  the  Third  World  Congress  c>1  (lie 
Young  Communist  Inlernational  but  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to 
submit  it  first  to  the  leagues  for  discussion.  Its  adoption,  therrtore, 
had  to  he  postponed,  but  the  congress  came  to  the  following  decision. 

The  Third  Congress  of  the  Young  Communist  International 
resolves;  » 

l lo  adopt  as  .»  basis  the  new  draft  of  the  program  proposed 

bv  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Communist  International 

■ 
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To  instruct  the  next  Bureau  Session  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
gram in  its  definite  and  final  form. 

\ To  carry  on  a thorough  discussion  regarding  the  program  in 
the  Leagues. 

I.  To  instruct  the  Executive  t ommittev  to  publish  the  Berlin 
program  and  the  draft  for  the  new  program  in  the  more  important 
languages. 

At  the  same  time  a special  program  commission  was  charged 
hy  the  congress  with  the  improvement  and  supplementing  of  flic 
draft  A smaller  commission  was  instructed  to  improve  the  style  of  the 
draft,  and  the  Executive  Committee  was  charged  with  carrying  out 
this  resolution. 

This  booklet,  summing  up  the  labors  of  the  small  commission 
is  intended  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  congress,  Wc  print, 
herewith,  the  address  that  was  delivered  on  the  program  question 
without  abridgement,  believing  this  to  be  the  best  way  of  presenting 
the  form  of  the  new  program,  its  differences  from  the  old  one  and 
from  the  piograms  of  oui  Social  Democratic  opponents.  Wc  also 
print  the  new  (temporary)  form  of  the  program  and  the  special 
resolution  upon  winch  the  economic  demands  of  the  program  are 
based.  Finally  wc  reprint  the  Berlin  program. 

\l  uh  these  documents  wc  present  to  the  Leagues  all  the  necessary 
material  on  the  program  question  ft  will  then  be  the  task  of  the 
national  executive  committees  and  the  officials  to  inform  the  member- 
ships on  this  new  program  and  to  stimulate  a fruitful  discussion.  By 
fruitful  we  mean  a discussion  that  will  take  the  members  more  deeply 
mio  the  problem  of  the  young  communist  movement  and  the 
straggles  of  the  Young  Communist  international;  and  a discussion 
that  will  rouse  more  activity  in  the  leagues.  I his  discussion  of  the 
program  enables  us  to  begin  a compaign  of  systematic  political  edu- 
cation and  also  enables  tfic  membership  to  follow  with  more  interest 
and  intelligence  the  debates  on  the  party  program.  The  indifferent 
masses  of  the  youth  and  the  Social  Democrats  should  also  be 
approached  in  this  work  of  enlightenment  and  induced  to  participate 
:u  the  discussion  on  om  program  and  our  organization. 

If  we  do  this  our  success  is  inevitable.  The  Berlin  program  won 
over  to  the  Young  Communist  International  all  the  revolutionary 
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groups  of  the  youth.  The  new  program  of  the  Young  Communist 
International  should  win  over  to  us  the  millions  of  unorganized 
young  workers  and  peasants  and  transform  the  Young  Communist 
International  into  a genuine  mass  organization  of  the  young  workers 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
or  THE  YOUNG  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 

# t 

Moscow,  February  20th,  1923. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Delivered  at  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Y.C.1. 
by  Comrade  Shatzfcin. 


Hl  \\  e do  not  propose  to  formulate  the  program  in  its  final 
form  at  this  congress.  !t  is  self-evident  that  the  program  is,  and 
should  be,  the  most  important  document  oi  the  Young  Communist 
international,  and  that  therefore  the  adoption  of  a new  program 
cannot  take  place  until  after  a thorough  discussion  in  the  Leagues. 
VYe  had  too  little  time  for  this  before  ihe  Third  Congress;  the 
material  on  the  question  was  published  rather  late  and  even  (hen 
it  was  not  complete  We  believe  that  the  final  adoption  of  a new 
program  should  be  postponed  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Bureau. 
However,  since  there  were  no  fundamental  differences  among  the 
members  of  Ihe  Executive  and  of  the  program  commission,  we 
believe  that  the  present  draft  should  be  accepted  as  a basis  for  dis- 
elision  in  the  Leagues, 

“ During  the  period  between  die  1 bird  Congress  and  the  Bureau 
Session,  the  question  should  be  brought  up  for  discussion  in  the 
Leagues,  through  the  press  and  in  meetings,  The  Bureau  will  then 
be  able  to  formulate  a final  program  for  the  Y.CL  and  to  adopt 
h m the  name  of  our  congress, 

il  First  of  all,  we  must  clearly  realize  that  our  program 
ts  primarily  a practical  program,  that  is,  that  it  deals  in  a 
general  fashion  with  the  plans  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
for  their  future  struggle.  We  are  a section  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national, and  the  program  to  be  formulated  at  the  next  congress  of 
the  Comintern  will  also  be  our  program.  Its  program  is  the  general 
theoretical  basis  for  the  activity  of  alt  sections  of  the  O.L  including 
the  Young  Communist  International  The  individual  program  of 


the  national  sections,  as  well  as  our  own  program,  art  intended 
to  draw  the  concrete  conclusions  from  the  general  program  of  the 
CL,  that  is,  our  program  shall  be  the  special  application  oi  the 
general  principles  of  the  Comintern  to  a definite  section  of  the 
working  class  and  in  a special  province  of  Hie  communist  movement. 
If  follows  therefrom  that  out  program  can,  and  must,  be  more 
icncrete  than  that  of  the  CL  This  is  why  that  question  which  plays 
the  most  important  part  *n  the  formula  non  of  a new  program 
of  the  CL  namely  the  question  of  immediate  demands,  must  be 
udopted  m our  program.  Obviously,  to  be  practical  it  must  include 
all  our  immediate  demands  and  the  struggle  for  these  demands. 
We  can  set  up  a detailed  plan  of  our  activity  and  of  our  struggle 
only  for  the  period  of  preparation  for  the  proletarian  revolution, 
and  ihe  period  of  the  conquest  of  power.  We  cannot  formulate  our 
program  chronologically,  as  (he  Comintern  has  done,  or  set  up  a 
concrete  plan  for  the  work  and  the  struggle  of  the  Leagues  after 
tiie  conquest  of  power.  We  must  confine  ourselves  in  this  respect 
to  a general  survey  of  the  various  possibilities  of  development  of 
the  situation  and  of  the  tasks  of  the  young  workers  after  the  conquest 
of  power;  for  there  is  a difference  in  the  character  of  our  program 
and  that  of  the  Comintern  as  to  the  possibility  of  formulating  our 
tasks  in  the  period  after  the  conquest  oi  power.  The  program  of  the 
Comintern  makes  use  of  the  experience  of  the  Russian  revolution  in 
all  great  political  questions,  as  for  instance,  the  question  of  pro- 
letarian dictatorship,  the  proletarian  state;  i.  e the  Soviets,  the 
relation  between  the  proletariat  and  the  petty  bourgeoisie,  betw-een 
(he  imperialist  nations  and  their  colonics,  etc.  ■ ■ . all  the  general 

political  problems  which  can  be  internationalized  from  the  experience 
of  the  Russian  revolution.  In  ours  we  have  to  deal  with  more  con- 
crete problems.  The  most  important  part  of  our  program,  for  in* 
stance,  is  the  work  of  education.  This  is  not  to  be  found  at  all 
in  the  program  of  the  Communist  International.  A further  important 
part  of  ours  is  the  question  of  our  economic  demands  and  our  work 
in  the  economic  field.  There  is  hardly  anything  in  the  program 
of  the  C L about  this  matter  for  the  working  class  as  a whole,  nor 
were  the  plans  for  the  antimilitarist  struggle  mentioned  in  it. 

" just  because  we  have  to  deal  with  much  more  concrete  pro- 
Meins,  we  cannot  so  easily  make  use  of  the  experience  of  the  your* 
communist  movement  of  Russia  after  the  conquest  of  power,  nor 
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.•  f . [iiiiMmiinit&l  siiilc.  and  adopt  the  ioh* 

generalize  from  it  on  an  international  ‘ 

elusions  m our  program.  Out  program  must  co  a i ■ only  mh 

matter  as  may  really  be  viewed  as  interna  | <■  are  too  iase- 
experiences  of  the  Young  Communist  l.odgi  c * 

parably  bound  up  with  the  concrete  conditions  III  Km*ia  to  allow 

ns  to  generalize  upon  them  and  take  them  up  m on  p.ogrmn. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  program  commission  l have  ‘‘tread)  given 
an  example  oi  why  it  is  so  difficult  to  generalize  on  the  Russian 
experience.  Russia  began  with  the  old  economic  polity  and  passed 
over  to  the  new.  At  the  congress  of  the  Comintern,  >f  state** 
that  (tie  western  countries  should  begin  at  once  wdh  the  new 
economic  policy.  Of  course,  this  makes  a great  diffeience.  When 
vou  consider  the  influence  of  the  new  economic  policy  on  t e con- 
dition of  the  working  class  youth  m Russia,  you  will  realize  that 
this  different  development  in  the  various  countries  will  ctcatc  a 
different  situation  in  the  condition  of  the  young  workers,  and,  as 
a result,  quite  different  tasks  for  the  Leagues.  1 need  not  go  into  any 
more  details  in  this  question,  but  I would  like  to  say,  that  tin- 
emphasis  of  our  program  can  be  laid  upon  a practical  plan  for  the 
activity  and  ihc  struggle  of  the  Young  t omiiumist  Leagues  only  for 
the  period  before  the  conquest  of  power.  Loi  the  peiiod  after  the 
conquest  of  power,  we  must  limit  ourselves  to  a statement  of  pos- 
sibilities, since  we  cannot  lay  down  any  well  detailed,  concrete  pise 
tical  plan  and  theoretical  conclusions  for  that  period. 

“The  next  question  in  the  formation  of  our  program  is  the 
political  foreword  Our  program  begins  with  a political  foreword, 
which  describes  the  nature  of  capitalism  and  its  development  into 
a world  revolution.  A few  comrades  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  might 
be  better  not  to  give  the  first  place  to  this  political  introduction, 
since  most  voung  workers  do  not  understand  it,  or  even  if  they  do, 
they  find  it  rather  uninteresting;  that  it  might  be  better  to  begin  with 
the"  situation  oi  the  young  worker,  which  is  of  greater  interest  in 
the  working  class  youth,  and  then  go  on  to  the  general  political 
situation  1 am  of  the  opposite  opinion,  because  it  is  selfevident  th<d 
the  condition  of  the  young  worker  arises  from  the  general  situation  ot 
capital  and  the  working  class,  and  not  vie e versa.  IS  we  wish  I® 
build  up  our  program  logically  and  not  arbitrarily,  to  express  tht 
natural  development  of  conditions,  we  must  begin  with  the  general 
situation,  and  then  pass  over  to  details.  Tliis  is  why  I propose  that 
the  present  order  should  be  retained.  \ 
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“ Other  comrades  believe  also  that  the  situation  oi  the  working 
class  youth  should  be  dese rilied  otherwise  then  as  it  has  been  done 
Each  chapter  dealing  with  the  development  of  capitalism  should  be 
accompanied  by  a corresponding  chapter  dealing  with  the  condition 
of  the  young  workers  during  that  period,  so  that  the  whole  material 


should  not  be  divided  but  instead  be  included  under  one  chapter 
chronologically  arranged.  1 do  not  believe  that  this  change  is  justi- 
fied either.  First  of  all,  ii  would  make  each  individual  chapter  loo 
long,  which  is  a disadvantage  from  an  editorial  standpoint;  second, 
it  would  force  us,  if  we  were  to  give  a detailed  desci  iption.  to  repeal 
the  various  problems  of  the  young  workers’  situation  in  every  chapter 
of  the  development  of  capitalism.  In  the  numerous  questions  con- 
fronting us,  for  instance.  Hie  questions  of  hours  of  labor,  night 
work,  wages  etc.  there  is  no  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 


young  workers  during  the  development  of  capitalism,  but  rather  an 
increase  of  their  suffering.  For  fins  reason  l believe  that  this  change 
also  is  not  advisable. 


“ Another  question  is  that  of  the  style  in  which  the  program 
is  written.  Many  comrades  object  that  it  is  too  dry,  too  boring,  and 
that  since  it  is  to  be  used  for  agitation  purposes,  it  should  be  written 
in  a clearer,  more  lively  style.  I agree  with  these  comrades  and  1 
believe  that  in  the  time  between  the  congress  and  the  meeting  of 
the  Bureau,  the  program  should  he  thoroughly  studied  and  improved 
in  style,  f fowever,  we  should  not  exaggerate.  The  use  of  the  pro- 
gram for  agitation  purposes  is  important,  but  nevertheless  secon- 
dary. The  program  is  first  of  all  a statement  of  principles;  this 
demands  an  absolute  exactness  of  phraseology,  and  strictly  Marxian 
theses.  In  a choice  between  popularity  and  truth  we  shall  naturally 
choose  the  latter.  This  is  why  we  should  not  lay  too  much  stress 
upon  the  program  as  a propaganda  pamphlet.  This  cannot  be,  other- 
wise we  should  have  to  make  it  too  long,  dilute  its  contents,  and  use 
incorrect  expressions.  Of  course,  we  ought  to  improve  the  style  oi 
the  program  and  simplify  it,  as  far  as  possible. 

“What  are  the  differences  between  this  program  and  the  old 
Berlin  program?  First,  we  have  added  some  new  chapters,  and 
secondly  we  have  enlarged  many  others  already  dealt  with  in  the 
old  one.  Then  we  have  taken  up  new  problems,  such  as  the  rob- 
ot tfie  young  communist  movement.  This  question  is  hardly  mentioned 
in  the  Berlin  program  It  was  first  brought  up  at  the  Second 
World  Congress  of  the  Y.C  L There  we  dealt  with  the  question  for 


I he  first  lime,  ami  therefore  we  couM  not  Si'  ^ . p 'P j 

giammatie  form  The  experience  i£*iuu,xl  aHef  Ulf  , u ' T 
proved  lo  us  that  our  resolution  as  to  the  iok-  ol  itic  young  co^* 
mums,  movement  was  right  This  is  why  we  can  jpw  place  to  the 

problem  in  our  pros  rani  at  the  third  Congress  (f_  I 

*•  h is  self  evident  that  this  is  necessary.  We  nred  some  unified 

twists  for  our  praetk.il  .tetivity,  some  general  formulation  of  our 
various  fields  of  work,  in  order  to  understand  these  various  holds 

and  nol  fmget  our  general  purpose  in  the  daily  tasks.  1 

**  9 lir  second  iiw  kjtastion  is  thut  oi  ihr  loloitiitl  *uul  sciru* 
colonial  lomurics,  which  is  not  touched  upon  in  the  Berlin  pro* 
gram.  The  nercssitv  of  dealing  with  this  question  is  dear.  In  1919 
ue  were  an  I uropcatt  oig.unz.it ion ; today  we  have  grown  to  a world 
organization  This  development  of  the  \oung  t omniums!  Inter- 
national must  find  an  echo  in  our  program  lailike  the  social 
democratic  international  of  youth,  we  must  not  disregard  the  colonial 
and  semi  colonial  pcoph-s  who  number  more  than  halt  the  population 
of  the  earth. 

“The  third  new  question  in  out  program  is  that  of  the  pos- 
sibilities arising  out  of  the  proletarian  revolution.  At  the  Berlin 
congress  we  listened  to  .i  special  report  on  the  tasks  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues,  alter  the  conquest  oi  power  by  the  proletariat, 
and  adopted  a resolution  m the  matter.  That  was  in  1919  when 
the  Russian  League  had  had  only  two  years  of  experience  in  work 
under  a proletarian  dictatorship,  and  therefore  there  eould  be  no 
question  of  giving  place  to  this  problem  in  our  program, 

“Today  we  have  not  progressed  so  far  that  we  can  formulate 
an  international  plan  for  the  activity  of  the  young  communist 
organizations  oftei  the  capture  of  power.  This  we  can  do,  however; 
we  can  trace,  in  the  program,  the  general  possibilities  of  develop- 
ment after  the  conquest  of  power;  the  characteristic  features  of  the 
new  situation,  and  the  tasks  which  they  include.  Ihese  then  are  the 
new  pointN  which  we  can  pui  in  oin  program,  thanks  to  three 
years  of  practical  experience  of  the  V.C.I.  J 

" Besides  these  new  points,  there  are  number  of  questions  which 
had  already  been  dealt  with  in  the  old  program,  but  which  require 
more  thorough  treatment  Among  these  comes  first  of  all  the 
po  i iui  otewor  This  introduction  remains,  in  general,  (lie  same; 

WI9  mS  V 10  lL  M,,dl  l,;ts  happened  since 

191  , .nd  many  new  points  of  view  have  appeared  in  the  Com- 


munist International.  The  program  of  1919  rdicttt  loo  much  tn  its 
political  sections,  the  political  situation  at  that  time.  The  problem  then 
was  parliamentarism,  one  of  the  most  debated  problems  in  Germany 
and  m other  countries.  As  a result  the  question  of  fNHiiantcntar, 
activity  look  t<x>  much  space  in  our  very  concentrated  political 
foreword  I he  predominance  of  this  problem  has  not  only  a formal 
hut  also  a political  importance  This  must  be  corrected,  and  the 
political  introduction  revised. 

Another  question  to  which  we  gave  more  room  is  the  situation 
of  the  working  class  youth  under  capitalism.  At  the  Berlin  congress 
our  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  young  workers  did  not  go 
beyond  tins,  *—  that  we  needed  this  knowledge  lor  our  agitation 
against  capitalism,  that  we  knew  tins  condition  to  be  so  bad  that 
we  were  compelled  to  fight  capitalism.  Since  then,  however,  we  have 
gained  much  experience  in  our  concrete  economic  struggles;  in  the 
course  of  our  practical  agitation  and  struggle  we  have  come  to 
know  much  better  the  condition  of  the  young  workers.  This  is  why 
wc  have  given  more  room  to  a description  of  the  young  workers’ 
condition  m our  new  program.  But  not  only  can  wc  describe  iu  detail 
the  life  of  the  young  workers,  as  the  Berlin  program  has  not  done, 
but  wc  can  attempt  a generalisation  of  the  condition  of  the  wording 
dass  youth  as  the  object  of  capitalist  exploitation  This  is  very  im- 
portant. Our  practical  experience  in  the  process  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  young  workers  has  also  taught 
us  the  difference  iu  the  status  of  the  young  workers  under  a capitalist 
regime  oi  under  some  other  form  of  society.  It  is  self  evident  that 
the  young  workers  as  the  object  of  exploitation  will  disappear  in 
socialist  society.  But  their  situation  was  also  different  tn  pre- 
capitalist societies.  For  instance,  the  young  worker  in  the  middle 
ages,  the  apprentice,  lived  under  quite  different  circumstances  than 
those  of  the  present;  the  young  worker  of  that  day  was  not  a wage 
slave,  but  a real  apprentice,  at  school  with  a master  The  relations 
between  master  and  apprentice  were  patriarchal  more  than  anything 
else. 

“ The  tasks  of  the  I eagucs  in  the  various  fields  ol  our  activity 
have  a^o  been  amplified.  In  the  Berlin  program,  our  activities  on 
the  economic  field,  against  militarism,  and  on  the  educational  field 
were  only  described  in  general,  without  details,  because  wc  did  not 
pursue  those  tasks  then  as  extensively  as  we  do  now.  Since  the 
Berlin  congress  we  have  dealt  at  length  with  these  questions.  Vi  e 
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have  also  gathered  much  experience  ...  them  t|110llJiJl  our  M 
activity,  and  « therefore  give  pbR  OU(  pr^'  °“F  "N  , j 

7“  lll»  Berlin  program,  as.  for  ■ 

demands  of  i lie  young  worker  the  question  of  our  relation*' 7°?  1 
H.ule  u motis  m our  ttMMMc  *tnigg|t.  the  sloi.-m.r  ° ***  " 
militarist  Miuggle  vu  Ml  it,« . , , 7.  K‘ms  for  ‘™  •mti- 

given  more  room.  The  tinnier  ah  h>.  v !l  u 'mvc  bno 

n,::s  P «— £ — j-yTSL  """■ 

I'crlui  piOKimis  ThiTn^^fll1”  ^*15“  **  W“  j,kI  ** 
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of  the  whole  working  . in«s  JE?j  ...  1 ' •'prtiilisni  ami  the  situation 

ojpwiatk*.  ffT*  «. are  M&a. 

of  communist  education  An  msms  »J*° " J03 , 3U!Vit)'  » the  basis 
opponents  revea Is  the  folloAiThSSSL?1  ?!  Programs  of  our 
litewfioosl  contains  no  noiiii  ti  r,r?lmii0,,lc  ^oun£  Workers' 

eulcntal  omission,  bin  spnn»s  from  , l‘wort^  Hiis  is  not  an  ac- 
democratic  youth  monmem"'  iL  \ ' '*Z  "*"urc  of  thc  «ciaf* 
mr'1t,ons  **««  rwefy  the  general  pohti  i“;?\  ,Uork,'lV  international 

yoois  liberal  pedago  guo  that  r^11  *ias's  *IS  tbe  bour- 

politics.  • 111,1  has  nothing  to  do  with 

“ Their  progress  ami  their  amviiv  J 

ol  their  tasks.  - corresponds  with  their  view 

“ The  centrist  international  of  vnmi,  , \] 

amalgamation  with  the  second  im  * "**’  disaPP«irance 
;i!innp™i,  *,„«  ,bc  qu„ll0n  of  a “-£«««-«,  Of  youth  « 

trist.  Their  program  contains  a politic  -il  f-r.  C1l0rd  • ike  every  cen- 

J2»  ,S,  “ *wded  “ '»  ■*««  tte  n!h  ° q ^1b“'  ,«■£  intro- 
( and  to  divert  them  fiom  the  revolution?!^', r ,C,p<1,,0»  of  the 

jl'u'IK1  'u,d  •'  mlvi national  of  vomit  ;s *lru««l''  I oi  the 

, uropcan  international,  mid  the  whole  p,,r  a Central 

foreword  is  ,o  show  that  a iwotatti  *Tw. of  «*r  ! 

f urope  at  (lie  present  time.  This  is  not  said  Qun??*bi*  111  Central 

put  it;  they  speak  more  of  the  dependence  of  2*%  as  I have  ! 
countries  upon  the  Alin,  \Vc 

ti  r Political  I 
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foreword  that  flic  cent  list  international  of  youth  stands  closer  to 
us  in  words,  but  when  it  comes  to  deeds,  they  unite  with  llic  second 
international  of  youth.  I heir  tendency  to  fusion  with  the  secont] 
international  of  youth  proves  this  fart. 

“ And  now  the  question  of  the  role  of  the  young  communist 
movement,  the  most  important  part  of  the  program  You  know  how 
the  social  democrats  look  at  this  question.  I will  speak  here  primarily 
of  Ihc  second  international  <.f  youth.  It  is  evident  that  in  thc  fusion 
ui  the  two  internationals  of  youth  the  second  international  will 
devour  the  .second  and  a half;  the  influence  of  the  second  and  a 
half  will  appear,  at  most,  in  the  humiliation  of  a few  questions. 
Hut  as  a rule  the  ideology  ‘<i  the  secmid  international  g youth  will 
predominate  in  the  future  united  international.  The  social  demo- 
crats are  not  especially  dear  as  to  its  role  They  develop  in  (Ik 
direction  of  a radical-liberal  bourgeois  youth  movement.  The  period 
of  the  woikl  revolution  had  destroyed  all  those  petty  bourgeois 
intellect u a l-radical  groups  which  refused  to  join  thc  class  war 
against  capitalism.'  The  social  democratic  youth  movement  has 
become  the  heir  of  these  defunct  petty  bourgeois  movements.  They 
overestimate  the  significance  of  thc  cultural  factor  in  tbe  soda! 
democratic  youth  movement,  and  in  history  in  general. 

“Let  me  give  you  a few  example's.  In  luj)  appeared  m the 
Nme  /tit,  the  thcoictical  organ  of  the  German  social  deiiion.uv 
an  article  by  a certain  S'  J who.  as  far  as  I can  judge,  is  a young 
socialist  teacher.  Therein  he  propounded  the  following  theory:  a 
certain  movement  may  he  noticed  m all  sections  ol  tin-  youth,  prole- 
tarian as  well  as  bourgeois.  This  movement  tends  to  the  oration 
of  independent  youth  organizations  and  independent  youthful 
activities.  I his  general  manifestation  has  a common  cause  the 
cultural  aspirations  of  the  youth  which  conflict  with  the  capitalist 
culture.  And  he  concludes : “these  cultural  aspirations  are  the  same 
in  all  classes  and  if  the  social  democracy  were  ibk*  to  set  up  a 
program  which  corresponded  to  these  aspirations,  it  could  unite 
the  whole  German  youth  under  its  wing  ” This  is  a theory  which 
leaves  wholly  out  of  consideration  the  political  and  economic  basis 
of  society;  sees  every  problem  in  the  cultural  light;  forgets  the 
Marxian  principles  of  the  class  struggle;  and  believes  in  the  petti 
bourgeois  heaven  as  a kingdom  of  youth.  This  is  the  most  exticiix* 
expression  of  tfie  decadence  of  the  ideology  of  the  social  democratic 
youth  movement.  * 
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<•1  would  like  to  quote  mother  example:  Htt  famous  “Weimr 

SniiSill  as  * political  s«lem.  devoid  of  all  roman  icaa^ 

bPmt  • . 'tn|L,trfe  naturally  does  not  appeal  to  the 

remote  from  the  actual  strut,  |Jt>  >*w  - democrats  wi 

i n -e  di-ism's  of  the  youth,  that  is-  why  die  social  otmocrats  «tt| 

; , ior"u.e,.  youfo  tnomnenf  aad  for  an  tdeoltwy  which  will 

. ‘ ..  . t th,  youth  Gogol,  in  Jus  Marins  of  an  Insane  Man  writes; 

‘•The  im»utli  was  made  in  1 ia.nburg.”  The  ideals  o the  social  demo- 

cratic  youth  movement  were  made  m W eimar,  and  t iese  ideals  are 

dead  and  decomposed.  Young  people  assembled  m Weimar;  then 

v\ as  much  dancing  and  a torchlight  parade.  Hus  was  called  ap 

"event”  and  on  that  dav  the  "new  man  ot  the  social  democratic 

vouth  movement  was  born.  New  men  are  born  of  new  economic 

aiKl  political  conditions,  and  not  oi  torchlight  processions.  It  was 

a discovery  peculiar  to  the  social  democrats,  that  a new  man  can 

be  created  by  a spiritual  experience;  but  this  is  the  new  ideal  of  the 

young  German  movement,  of  the  bankrupt  bourgeois  youth;  that  is 

u hot  they  have  taken  up.  Some  of  the  more  clever  among  them 

realized  that  die  intellectual  intensity  oi  the  Weimar  spirit  was  too 

great  and  after  the  first  hurray  things  went  off  a little  more  quietly.; 

Put  this  spirit  has  taken  firm  root  in  the  social  democratic  youth 

movement  and  even  today  it  holds  swav  over  large  masses  of  them. 

■w  m 

" Another  example  of  tit  is  kind  of  mentality  are  the  German 
Young  Socialists,  a somewhat  older  grt  up  which  foirns  a special 
faction  within  the  social  democratic  party.  This  is  an  out  and  out 
petty  bourgeois  tendency  which  openly  combats  the  materialist  con- 
ception of  history;  which  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  economic 
problems;  which  declares  that  its  task  is  to  “ create  the  new  man”; 
that  the  spiritual  side  oi  man  is  not  sufficiently  considered;  and  that 
the  emphasis  ot  activity  should  be  laid  upon  spiritual  development 
Heading  their  literature  one  realises  immediately  that  this  is  a petfS 
bourgeois,  individualistic  movement,  a movement  that  has  no  place 
n any  socialist,  proletarian,  and  still  less  in  any  Marxian  organi- 
zation. 1 he  activities  of  the  social  democratic  youth  in  the  pas' 
few  years  correspond  w ith  this  ideology.  The  party  and  the  youth 
' ! u •M'1‘  •*'  democrats  work  more  and  more  in  conjunction  with 

bourgeois  organizations,  and  naturally  this  finds  expression  in  their 
ideology.  There  is  nothing  astonishing  in  the  fact  that  after  signing 
aP^a  s a?  Werc  signed  by  the  German  democratic  youtfi| 
youth  should  adopt  the  same  ideology  andPt 
eulogy  ot  republican  forms,  until  practically  every  difference  belwc^ 
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the  two  organizations  disappears.  Naturally,  after  laying  emphasis 
upon  the  education  of  “ the  new  man  " they  disparage  political  and 
trade  union  struggles.  These  young  workers  take  no  part  whatever 
in  political  activities,  except  perhaps  in  Sweden  and  Denmark.  Hut 
after  the  proposed  young  workers  convention  in  Scandinavia  - a 
convention  a la  Bielefeld  — it  is  probable  that  these  social  patriots 
will  Ik*  sufficiently  Germanised  and  Weimar  iscd  so  as  to  no  longer 
form  even  this  exception. 

“As  for  the  Centrists,  they  remain  centrists  in  this  matter  also 
! hey  believe  that  the  youth  should  take  part  in  politics  — but  aca- 
demic politics.  I heoretically  they  stand  for  and  advocate  academic 
political  activity:  practically  they  are  against  all  participation  and 
take  no  share  in  political  matters.  This  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  the 
ideology  of  the  centrist  youth  is  that  of  political  neutrality,  and  poli- 
tical neutrality  is  possible  only  in  an  organization  which  takes  no 
active  part  in  politics.  But  they  are  not  neutral,  in  reality,  since  they 
are  adherents  of  the  centrist  socialist  parties  — even  if  their  activity 
is  educational  instead  of  political.  Not  much  will  remain  of  this 
centrist  conception  — except  perhaps  m diluted  ami  modified  forms 
— after  the  fusion  with  the  second  international.  The  ideology  of 
die  second  international  will  conquer  not  only  the  Swedish  and 
Danish  social  tlemocrats  but  also  (he  sections  of  the  centrist  ime; 
national  of  youth. 

“Our  definition  of  the  role  of  the  young  communist  movement 
is  well  known  and,  we  believe,  is  correct.  We  need  spend  no  time 
in  discussing  it.  I want  only  to  emphasize  that  when  we  say  we  an? 
a mass  organization  for  the  communist  education  of  the  young 
workers  and  that  we  differ  from  the  second  international  of  youth 
and  the  centrists,  we  mean  that  we  are  an  organization  for  education 
in  the  struggle,  through  the  struggle,  and  by  the  struggle.  The 
centrists  say:  “The  communists  have  come  around  to  our  point 
of  view.  We  advocate  education  and  they  advocate  education  ” 
But  the  difference  is  that  we  mean  different  things  when  we  em- 
ploy the  same  words  and  that  we  act  in  accordance  with  our 
meaning,  in  our  views  of  socialism,  of  the  forms  and  methods  of 
a working  class  party.  The  same  tiling  is  true  of  the  youth  move- 
ments. rite  centrists  interpret  education  as  academic  politics, 
theories,  and  no  action:  we  interpret  education  as  knowledge 
derived  from  and  through  the  struggle,  and  as  preparation  for 
further  struggle 
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••  there  is  another  difference:  the  social  democratic  youth 
oig.mizations  say:  Politics  belongs  to  the  party;  I he  economic 
simple  to  the  trade  unions;  ami  education  to  tlte  youth.”  \ve 
that  the  communist  education  of  the  youth  is  impossible  unless 


die  trade  unions.  j 

" The  next  question  in  our  program  is  militarism.  I he  socialist 
youth  applies  two  different  met  hods  to  tins  struggle.  Sometimes 
they  say,  as  the  old  axial  democrats  said  to  l.iebknccht:  “ Mili- 
mi  ism  is  a product  of  capitalism  Wc  must  fight,  not  against  the 
iulits  of  capitalism,  but  against  capitalism  itself.  W e refuse,  there- 
fore. to  engage  m ;i  special  struggle  against  militarism.”  This  * 
view  still  has  a few  advocates,  tf  we  were  attacking  a city  pro* 
Uvted  by  a line  of  trenches  we  would  not  say:  “We  march  to 
take  the  city,  never  mind  the  trenches.”  I 

A not  lic-i  of  the  tactics  ol  the  social  democrats  is  a pacifist 
.itsihuh-.  We  snow  then  ideas  of  demonstrating  under  the  slogan 
“No  more  war!"  by  making  soulful  and  pathetic  spcechcs^on 
mtt-t national  love,  by  discoursing  on  the  mission  oi  tlte  League 
tT|  at.ons,  \c^t'ur..ut  pacifists  joining  the  left  wing  of  the  hour- 
gems  paci lists  Ihe  social  democrats  and  the  youth  organisation 

Th  Ut  S°VJ  caiTy  on  no  unti-militarist  propaganda. 

2S  222.  s *:  «*  WW  war.  Wars  arc  LiccUfe 

SaJKSt  , '0VC  °"C  anoll,er  a“l1  [,ul  .vo,ir  lr>«l  arbitration.” 
of  lh«  jirniv  pniU’ul1:  stu  h as  *'n  effort  to  win  over  a section 

one  fnr  rh'.  .,  t lt!ea  a dangerous  task  but  a necessary 

the  centrist1  vmiih^  ° ,-,L  moluuon  Neither  the  right  wing  nor 

league  have  anv  nf1"'!!110"5'  stldl  as  ,hosc  1«1  by  the  Austrian 

of  th  s l aeL  an  £w?|,lrta™*  tradition,  and  due  to  the  influence 
ttris  League  all  the  others  are  condemned  to  inactivity. 

arc  filled  °vrttb  X^lihisfon^thM  *hC  8<5-alist  >0lltil  or£anizations 

condition  of  the  “ a radf*>  improvement  in  the 

that  it  can  be  achieved 8soon  But  «.i?£flb!5-  a"df  caPitalism*  and 

With  it  an  ever  increasing  evnlnit  1 ’S Vipll°"  01  ^Pdalism  brings 
of  the  condition  of  vowu*  Jri.m‘  '°n  0 youtl''  1 t,c  improvement 

>0U0K  "orkcrs  ls  Possible  only  after  a radical 


transformation  of  society.  Our  not  sharing  these  illusions  differen- 
tiates us  from  the  /socialist  youth. 

I tie  second  liidical  difference  lies  not  only  in  the  methods  oi 
struggle  for  our  economic  demands  but  also  in  our  different  conception 
of  these  demands,  i he  second  international  of  youth  bases  its  demands 
on  the  possibility  of  improvement  under  the  capitalist  system  while 
we  base  ours  upon  the  needs  of  Ihe  working  class  and  the  turning 
of  these  needs  and  the  demands  based  upon  them  into  an  instrument 
for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism.  The  social  democrats  take  a 
Superficial  view  of  the  matter  and  make  no  proposition  for  any 
radical  change  in  the  situation  of  the  working  class  youth.  This 
being  the  case  il  is  easy  to  understand  why  they  are  not  willing 
to  help  in  the  creation  of  a new  society. 

'*  But  they  also  differ  from  us  in  the  immediate  concrete  de- 
mands. The  most  important  problems,  such  as  the  matter  of  wages 
of  young  workers,  unemployment,  the  relation  of  the  young  worker 
to  the  trade  union,  and  others,  are  not  even  mentioned  in  their 
program.  A comparison  of  their  program  and  the  decisions  of 
their  various  congresses  shows  a great  difference  even  between  their 
theories  and  their  actions. 

“Tlte  third  basic  difference  lies  in  die  methods  of  our  struggle 
— or  rather  between  our  struggle  and  their  inaction,  for  the  social 
democrats  do  not  struggle  for  the  interests  of  the  you  th.  They  believe 
their  main  task  should  be  to  keep  the  youth  removed  from  exciting 
activity.  Their  efforts  on  the  economic  field  seem  to  be  intended 
merely  to  draw  young  workers  into  their  organization,  as  catholic 
and  other  organizations  advertise  themselves  for  this  purpose. 
They  actually  take  advantage  of  the  sirong  desire  of  the  young 
workers  to  improve  their  conditions  by  diverting  it  into  reformist 
channels  distracting  it  from  the  revolutionary  struggle. 

“ In  educational  work  we  find  the  same  tiling.  Educational 
work  is  an  indispensable  part  of  communist  enlightenment.  It  and 
the  participation  in  the  struggle  of  the  proletariat  are  and  must 
be  inseparable.  But  among  the  socialist  youth  organizations  edu- 
cation is  an  C-nd  in  itself  and  has  absolutely  no  connection  with 
the  class  struggle.  It  is  useless  for  the  purposes  of  proletarian 
education,  ns  such. 

“During  the  war  we  proclaimed  “ Education  through  struggle!” 
Among  the  social  democratic  youth  knowledge  in  itself  takes  the 
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lust  and  highest  place.  1 think  we  arc  all  agreed,  comrades, 
lli.it  knowledge  can  In-  acquired  only  through  struggle  through 
collecting  and  assimilating  the  experiences  obtained  through  our 
struggle  and  using  them  as  the  basis  of  our  theoretical  education. 


We  must  discuss  here  the  relation  of  general  education  to 
political  education  lhc  socialist  youth  either  rejects  political 
education  or  gives  it  a secondary  place  as  compared  with  general 
education , while  with  us  the  situation  is  reversed  and  political  edit- 
ration  takes  first  place.  \\  e oppose  the  too  wide  spreading  ot  general 
educational  work  and  its  separation  from  the  class  struggle.  At 
tin*  same  time  we  do  not  accept  the  other  extreme,  as  represented 
by  some  of  our  comrades  at  the  Baden  Congress,  who  interpreted  the 
slogan  to  mean  the  rejection  of  all  general  educational  work.  We 
inusi  ust*  general  education  but  only  in  so  far  as  it  serves  the 
purposes  ot  our  political  activity  and  our  communist  education, 
l ot  example,  the  use  of  singing.  There  are  songs  and  songs,  and 
some  of  them  we  can  use  in  our  organizations  -revolutionary  songs, 
political-satirical  songs,  battle  songs,  etc.  Literature  is  also  a 
province  of  education,  and  there  are  a great  many  revolutionary 
novels  and  poems  \u*  can  use  in  the  study  of  the  Revolution  with 
the  youth.  We  have  already  written  about  this  matter  in  the 
International  oj  Youth . But  an  attempt  to  teach  young  workers 
the  whole  history  of  literature  would  be  outside  our  province. 


"The  aim  and  criterion  of  our  educational  work  is  the  struggle 
against  the  bourgeois  ideology.  In  this  respect  I believe  that  our 
obligations  are  greater  than  even  those  of  the  Party.  Tor  instance 
we  must  fight  against  religion;  against  the  teaching  that  the  world 
was  created  by  the  might  and  power  of  a God,  we  must  use  natural 
science  to  explain  its  true  origin.  I lore  again  it  is  unnecessary  to 
go  beyond  the  needs  of  our  struggle. 


“ Another  question  in  our  program  is  the  organizational  struc- 
ture. Here  also  we  differ  from  the  social  democrats,  in  both  our 
national  and  international  organizations.  Internationally  we  differ 
as  to  the  autonomy  of  the  national  sections.  You  alt  know  that  the 
centrist  youth  movement  stands  for  the  autonomy  of  the  national 
sections.  . This  thesis  iit  their  program  is  a reflection  of  bour- 
geois nationalism  and  proves  an  incapacity  for  real  proletarian 
internationalism.  Ihis  is  already  seen  in  the  bourgeois  interna- 
tional organizations,  and  (his  very  principle  which  rules  the  young 


catholic  international  is  adopted  almost  literally  in  the  program 
of  the  second  and  a half  international  of  youth. 

“ We,  on  the  contrary,  have  a centralized  international  organi- 
zation which  dees  not  recognize  the  autonomy  of  the  national  sections 
but  only  recognizes  the  necessity  of  adapting  the  directions  of  the 
international  to  the  actual  conditions  in  each  individual  country 
The  decisions  of  the  International  are  our  supreme  law*. 

“ There  are  also  great  differences  between  the  organizations  of 
our  national  sections  and  those  of  the  socialist  youth.  The  centra- 
lization and  discipline  in  the  communist  Leagues  is  quite  different 
from  that  of  the  social  democrats.  This  corresponds  to  a difference 
in  principle  between  the  two:  our  organizations  are  built  on  the 
principle  of  democratic  centralism  and  strict  discipline  prevails  in 
the  Leagues;  while  the  social  democrats,  with  their  loose  organi- 
zations, are  free  to  do  what  they  will  or  choose. 

“ Still  another  difference  is  that  the  social  democrats  cannot 
expand  beyond  their  district  groups.  Being  merely  educational 
societies  they  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  organize  otherwise  than 
by  districts.  But  we  are  not  educational  societies.  Our  aim  and 
intention  is  to  become  mass  organizations,  preparing  the  young 
workers  for  the  struggle,  and  hence  we  organize  nuclei  in  the  shops. 

“ In  the  question  of  colonial  peoples,  the  social  democratic  inter- 
national of  youth  does  not  take  the  colonial  peoples  into  consi- 
deration at  all.  The  two  socialist  internationals  of  youth  are 
actually  and  in  reality  Central  European  organizations.  They  hau* 
no  representation  in  the  Targe  Entente  countries  or  outside  oi 
Europe.  The  more  attention  they  give  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  and 
labor  countries  the  less  they  give  to  oriental  lands.  Their  reason 
is  that  they  share  the  race  prejudices  of  the  adult  social  democrats 
towards  colonial  peoples  and  are  therefore  unable  to  estimate  the 
significance  of  these. 

“ We  support  the  national  revolutionary  movements  of  these  coun- 
tries. We  unite  the  two  great  movements— the  proletarian  world 
revolution  and  the  national  revolutionary  movement  in  the  colonies, 
and  demand  the  organization  of  the  colonial  youth.  We  cannot  say 
much  more  than  this  in  our  program,  concerning  our  tasks  in  the 
East.  We  shall  attempt  in  those  countries  where  the  proletariat 
is  small  to  support  die  youth  movement  and  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a class  movement 
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" These  .ue  the  chief  matters  which  separate  us  from  the  social 
democratic  youth.  Coming  to  tlie  possibilities  of  our  movement 
during  the  period  after  the  conquest  of  power  bv  the  proletariat, 
this  is  not  considered  at  all  by  the  socialist  youth  organisations. 
This  proves  that  their  protestations  arc  mere  phrases  and  that  the 
social  democrats  do  not  even  think  of  the  time  when  capitalism  shali 
have  ceased  to  exist,” 


THE  PROGRAM 

of  fhe 


YOUNG  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 

(as  adopfed  af  the  Berlin  Congress 
ol  Hie  Y,  C.  I.,  November  1919) 


Ttif.  unheard-of  development  of  capitalist  accumulation  and  pro- 
duction has  brought  capitalism  to  a new  stage  in  its  develop- 
ment - to  the  phase  of  imperialism,  which  is  characterized  b. 
the  formation  of  trusts  and  syndicates,  and  by  the  rule  of  finance 
capital.  Its  colonial  policy,  caused  by  the  necessity  for  finding  new 
markets  for  trade  and  procuring  raw  material,  the  competition  of  the 
national  capitalist  cliques,  led  with  iron  necessity  to  imperialist 
wars. 

The  war  of  1914-18,  the  consequences  of  which  cannot  be  liqui- 
dated by  the  resources  of  capitalist  society,  has  disturbed  and 
destroyed  most  of  the  capitalist  countries.  The  terrifying  calamities 
of  war,  famine,  financial  and  commercial  bankruptcy,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  human  lives,  have  brought  humanity  to  a crisis  from  whicn 
there  is  but  one  way  out  — World  Wide  Social  Revolution.  The 
material  conditions  necessary  for  this  are  here.  The  class  antagonisms 
have  become  extremely  acute.  The  victory  of  the  Revolution  depends 
entirely  upon  the  will  and  the  energy  of  the  international  proletariat 
Tlie  way  to  Socialism  leads  through  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat, 
which  is  characterized  by  a government  of  the  revolutionary  Soviets 
The  first  task  of  the  working  class  is  the  struggle  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  political,  economic,  and  intellectual  domination  of  imperialism, 
and  to  establish  a proletarian  dictatorship.  This  struggle  can  come 
to  a victorious  end  only  when  the  proletariat  decisively  breaks  away 
from  the  Second  international,  which  is  reformist  to  the  core  and 
compromises  with  bourgeois  society,  betraying  thereby  the  whole 
working  class.  Only  then  will  the  working  masses  unite  under  the 
standard  of  the  Communist  International  — the  leader  of  the  prole- 
tariat in  the  revolutionary  struggle. 
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In  ,i  uvolutioiMiy  epoch  oik’  must  employ  primarily  the  mean* 
».  irtdut  ofwn  struck-  ol  ihc  masses  (demonstrations,  strikes, 
Kcncial  strikes,  armexi  uprising)  At  the  same  time  (lie  proletariat 
cannot  i eject  m principle  otliet  political  resources,  such  as  parlia- 
ments I he  cutty  into  pailiament  depends  upon  the  political  Mtualion 
i t!t<  moim  itt  and  must  he  dec  dod  m c.nli  \ asc  seperatety  by  till* 
ixKuiution  ol  each  count rv.  J 

(2)  If  thr  position  ot  the  adult  woikcis  undn  the  rule  ol 
i •iptt.disni  is  exceptionally  hard,  the  po-ation  ot  the  woikmg  youth  is 
quite  mlotcr.ihlc  low  wanes,  .1  long  working  day,  barbarous  treat 
limit  limit  the  employer  and  immediate  superiors  characterize  Hie 
position  ot  the  count;  workers  Condition*  arc  even  worse  in  those 
u.tdes  where  ihc  apprentices  are  wholly  within  the  power  of  their 
trade  master*  Such  an  unlimited  exploitation  of  vomit;  workers 
haulers  then  intellectual  and  physical  development,  I he  bourgeois 
goivintncitK  allow  the  working  class  youth  only  s»  much  education 
as  is  necessary  loi  them  to  pews*  in  the  capacity  ol  industrious  and 
useful  cattle  Ihc  bourgeoisie  strive  to  imbue  the  youth  with  that 
own  ideology  School,  confess  tonal  and  bourgeois  young  people' 
organizations,  as  well  as  militarism,  have  but  one  object  to 
alienate  the  pinlrUiriaii  youth  from  the  struggle  for  Socialism  ami 
to  make  ot  them  devoted  v»  Idler*  for  capitalism  Die  world  war 
aggravated  this  situation  considerably  .Millions  ot  young  prole- 
tarians were  sent  to  the  front  to  serve  as  cannon  fodder;  million; 
of  others  were  driven  into  the  ammunition  plants 

Although  the  Slate  and  the  employers  exhaust  the  strength  oi 
Hie  youth  to  the  utmost,  political  and  personal  rights  ate  permitted 
them  only  on  a very  modest  scale  Such  a stale  of  affairs  has  mated 
the  working  das*  youth  to  take  up  a mere  less  struggle  against 
imperialism 

(3)  the  formation  of  separate  organizations  ol  tin  pioletarian 
youth  is  dictated  by:  (a)  I he  position  of  the  young  m the  process  0! 
production  and  in  society.  This  position  forces  them  to  fight  in  de- 
fense of  their  own  interests;  in  the  reorganization  of  labor;  refer* 
flung  the  school  system,  etc.  fb)  The  psycho  log  ivnl  characteristics 
of  youth  (the  prevalency  of  sentiment  over  reason,  aptitude  for 

ooperation,  great  receptivity  as  regards  all  new  and  revolutionary 
•de.is,  readiness  for  sacrifice  and  action),  (c)  The  necessity  of 
*pcxul  for  its  swiahst  and  revolutionary  education  (m* 

dependent  organizational  wort,  active  partiapatton  ,n  political 
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titmggles);  the  application  of  all  methods  which  give  the  young  wor- 
kers an  opportunity  of  acquiring  those  qualities  which  will  be 
extremely  necessary  to  them  in  the  future  as  champions  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  bearers  of  the  revolution. 

(-1)  The  working  class  youth  is  the  most  active  and  revolu- 
tionary' part  of  the  proletariat.  The  most  important  task  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  is,  for  the  present,  an  incessant  agitation  among 
the  wide  masses  of  workers,  the  organization  and  carrying  out  of 
political  demonstrations,  the  immediate  struggle  for  Communism 
by  taking  part  in  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  tyranny,  and  the 
training  of  the  youth  to  fit  them  for  building  up  the  communist 
society. 

(5)  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  carry  on  an  energetic 
struggle  against  all  bourgeois  parties  and  also  against  such  right 
socialists,  lackeys  of  the  bourgeoisie,  as  Schddemann,  Renner.  Bis- 
solati,  Renaudel,  I lenderson,  Gornpers,  Troelstra,  Brantiug,  Van* 
deryeide,  etc.;  and  against  (he  socialist  centrists,  Kautsky,  Mac- 
donald, Robert  Grimm,  Bauer,  etc.,  who  by  their  vaccitntion  only  help 
io  uphold  capitalist  society.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  like- 
wise oppose  the  syndicalist  ideology,  which  is  against  a political 
struggle  for  the  conquest  of  proletarian  dictatorship  and  which  re- 
jects the  right  of  the  political  party  to  conduct  this  struggle,  and 
which  also  rejects  proletarian  centralization.  They  are  equally 
opposed  to  the  anarchist  ideology  which  does  not  admit  of  a prole- 
tarian government  as  an  intermediary  phase  between  capitalism  and 
communism,  and  which,  in  the  sphere  of  political  economy,  preaches 
petty  bourgeois  ideas.  The  same  struggle  is  directed  against  the  youth 
organisations  connected  with  the  above  mentioned  parties.  In  their 
political  struggle,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  subject  to  the 
principles  of  that  party  or  local  fraction  which  is  affiliated  with  the 
Third  International,  or  to  the  principles  proclaimed  in  the  program 
of  the  Communist  International.  The  organizational  relations  to- 
ward the  parties  are  determined  by  two  fundamental  principles: 
(a)  organizational  independence  of  the  youth;  (b)  close  contact  and 
reciprocal  help. 

(0)  Although  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  will  continue  an 
energetic  struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism  in  all  its  abstract 
and  practical  forms,  still  they  do  not  defend  the  ideas  of  a liberal 
pacifism.  They  know  that  the  working  class  will  yet  be  forced,  in 
order  to  put  down  imperialism,  and  to  defend  its  own  victorious  die* 
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inirxjHvlrtl  -m.uks  by  the  bmugcoiMv,  t,  him-  re- 
um.se  l ms  a«J  to  fight  ag«mst  bourgeois  .tuliliti^.i  for ■ jfe 
<>i  the  proletariat!  For  the  Red  Army/  That  is  the  cry  of  the 

communist  youth.  1 

i7»  Tlu-  siriies'*-'  'or  the  amelioration  of  the  economic  situation 
ol  ,|u!  pioteiariau  youth  is  one  oi  the  principal  problems  of  the 
1 .-nee-  \ practical  reform  of  the  conditions  of  labor  is  possible 
only  m a communist  community.  In  the  present  period  of  capitalist 
hnii iiiation  it  is  possible  to  attain  a partial  amelioration  of  the 
MUi  ition  of  the  young  oulv  through  the  revolutionary  class  struggle, 
tmt  in  no  wise  by  collaborating  with  the  compromisers  and  the 

bourgeois  govcmmiut^ 

one  i>i  the  elementary  problems  of  the  Young  Communist 
l. ramus  is  the  training  ot  proletarian  leaders  and  future  builders 
ui  the  communist  society  t ommuilist  judgement  and  readiness  for 
nctiotk  are  attained  not  only  by  taking  part  in  the  political  struggle, 
hut  also  through  theoretical  socialist  instruction  which  is  a sharp 
weapon  in  the  fight  against  bourgeois  ideology.  Socialist  education 
combined  wall  active  participation  in  the  political  struggles  these 
are  the  true  methods  of  training  young  proletarian  champions. 

(9)  l he  Young  Communist  Leagues,  moreover,  set  themselves 
i lie  ta*k  of  a universal  education  of  the  working  class  youth  m ute 
Marxian  spirit,  thereby  raising  their  cultural  level,  i he  working 
class  youth  must  txton  from  the  bourgeoisie  the  treasures  of  know- 
ledge which  arc  indispensable  to  the  workers  as  a guide  in  the 
movement  for  the  emancipation  ot  the  proletariat.  They  must  conquer, 
the  paths  to  science,  literature,  and  art.  Besides  honest  workmen 
and  brave  soldiers  of  the  Red  Army,  the  working  class  youth  must 
supply  sihokus,  technical  experts,  organizers,  philosophers,  poets, 
and  aitisis  for  the  new  communist  society.  It  is  the  mission  of  the 
proletarian  youth  aiul  its  organizations  to  be  in  the  front  ranks  of 
the  constructors  ot  a slew  culture  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  com- 
munism* 'jM 

(10)  1 he  communist  organizations  must  turn  the  proletarian 
youth  into  a healthy  people  — healthy  bodily  and  mentally*  There- 
fore, the  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  also  concerned  with  the 
physical  development  of  the  young.  This  work,  to  which  we  can 
give  only  a part  cf  our  activity  at  the  present  time,  is  also  of  great 
importance  for  the  young  workers. 
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(11)  Although  the  Leagues  strive  to  influence  with  their  ideas 
wide  circles  of  the  working  class  youth,  this  is  not  done  at  the 
expense  of  clarity  of  our  communist  program  and  tactics.  A matter 
of  extreme  importance  is  the  propaganda  amongst  the  rural  laborers 
and  the  poorer  peasants. 

(12)  The  Voung  Communist  International  considers  that  the 
existence  of  separate  organizations  of  the  collegiate  socialist  youth 
is  superfluous.  ! iouest  revolutionists  in  the  ranks  of  the  young  stu 
dents  must  become  members  of  the  proletarian  youth  organizations, 
as  equals  among  equals,  and  comrades  among  comrades.  The  for- 
mation of  groups  of  the  collegiate  youth  within  the  general  youth 
organizations  must  be  regulated  according  to  the  conditions  in  each 
country  separately. 

(13)  In  the  present  revolutionary  epoch,  the  struggle  oi  the 
proletariat  can  be  victorious  only  if  it  is  world-wide.  This  applies 
as  well  to  the  struggle  of  the  young  workers.  As  a consequence,  the 
political  organizations  of  the  youth  unite  themselves  under  the 
banner  of  the  Voung  Communist  international.  The  chief  am  of 
the  Young  Communist  International  is  centralization  and  guiding 
the  work  and  struggles  of  the  Young  Communist  i eagucs  in  the 
various  countries.  Its  regulations  arc  the  supreme  taws  to  all  or- 
ganizations of  the  youth.  Its  practical  work  consists  in  inter- 
national education  and  international  guidance  of  political  mani- 
festations. Its  duty  is  to  give  unity  to  all  the  activities  of  tlte  youth 
organizations;  to  serve  them  as  a directing  force;  to  support  them 
morally  and  materially;  to  form  new  Leagues  and  to  bind  together 
as  closely  as  possible,  the  proletarian  youth  organizations  of  all 
countries, 

, (14)  The  Young  Communist  International  stands  upon  the 
basis  and  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  hirst  Congress  of  the 
Communist  International.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Young 
Communist  International  is  connected  organizationally  with  that  of 
tlie  Communist  International  and  works  in  close  connection  with  it. 
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I'ENTATIVE  D 1? AFT  OF  THE  NEW  PROGRAM 
OF  THE  YOUNG  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 

tas  adopted  by  ilu*  Third  Congress  of  ilie  Y.C  I. 

Moscow,  December  1022) 


m 111  time  when  the  working  class  youth  suffered  without  protest 
J under  the  yoke  of  exploitation  is  forever  gone.  A tremendous 

.1  development  has  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  masses  of 
voting  workers  in  the  city  and  in  the  country;  of  apprentices,  of  the 
children  of  the  proletariat  who  have  been  thrown  ruthlessly  into 
the  process  of  production  by  growing  capitalism.  The  unbearable 
servitude  of  the  young  workers  in  capitalist  industry  and  capitalist 
society  has  aw akeited  in  them  also  the  consciousness  of  class  and 
has  united  them  in  the  struggle  against  their  miserable  conditions 
oi  existence  I lie  young  workers  have  gathered  in  hundreds  of 
thousands  around  the  banner  of  the  Young  Communist  International. 
Millions  of  young  workers  and  poor  peasants,  the  oppressed  and 
martyred  youth  of  rhe  colonies,  aroused  by  imperialist  wars  and 
gigantic  social  conflicts  have  joined  the  army  of  the  militant  prole* 
tar. at  t ‘latch  united  with  the  adult  workers  in  this  struggle,  the 
working  class  youth  gradually  approaches  the  goal  to  which  tfee 
Communist  International  points — the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and 
the  eslal  lishment  of  a communist  society. 

■m 

THE  WORLD  REVOLUTION  M 

i -apitahsnt  holds  sway  over  the  largest  part  of  the  earth.  11s 
most  important  characteristics  are:  ownership  of  the  means  of 
production;  exploitation  of  the  large  masses  of  the  working  class 
by  small  groups  of  bankers,  factory  and  land  owners*  and  anarchy  j 
o!  prod. ic don  1 he  capitalist  state  in  all  its  lonns  is  the  instrument 
o:  power  of  the  capitalist  class  for  the  oppression  of  the  workers 
and  for  their  continued  exploitation.  J 

IV  constanf  concentration  ol  capital  and  production  has 
Wounln  capital  ism  into  a now  phase  ol  devclopniVimwIalJ 


-whose  characteristic  features  are  the  formation  of  busts  avn 
diiatti,,  and  cartels,  and  the  domination  yf  finance  Cijpilat  f' , 

new  markets  for  its  products  and  fresh  sources  of  raw-  mater  , 

|°  W™*™  investment  possibilities  for  its  capital  the  iinperteS 
I’oingeotsie  subjugated  most  of  the  industrially  badtwafd  and 
undeveloped  nations  outside  of  Europe  and  took  possession  of  those 
countries,  at  the  same  time  bringing  others  under  its  disguised  rule 
through  thetr  governments  the  various  national  capitalist  cliques 

u-nrL  PfCh  0,|lcr  b,‘!0riy  for  ltKf  <1,vLs,on  and  domination  of  the 
vvorld,  for  colonies,  tor  I: u repeat)  markets,  and  for  sources  of  raw 

materials  and  fuel.  This  economic  war  leads  inevitably  to  armed 
conflicts,  to  imperialist  wars. 

The  imperialist  world  war  of  1914- 1918  cost  more  than  ten  millions 
of  dead  and  maimed;  it  disrupted  finance,  industry,  and  transportation 
everywhere;  it  brought  hunger  and  misery  to  the  workers.  Capitalism 
cannot  repair  the  fatal  consequences  of  that  war.  Its  various 
attempts  at  economic  reconstruction  have  been  in  vain;  the  clisrtin- 
tiun  of  its  economic  basis  proceeds  without  interruption  and 
capitalism  is  faced  with  complete  collapse.  ! lie  political  differences 
between  the  nations  have  not  been  removed  but  have  been  made  more 
acute  by  tlie  peace  treaties.  Due  to  a widespread,  bitter,  and  con- 
stantly increasing  class  antagonism  all  the  attempts  to  reconstruct 
capitalist  economy  and  establish  a social  balance  lead  to  nothing 
Capitalism  lias  brought  humanity  into  a blind  alley  and  the  only 
way  out  is— the  world  revolution, 

I he  emancipation  of  mankind  from  the  voke  erf  capitalism  has 
become  the  immediate  task  of  the  international  proletariat.  The 
proletariat  must  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie,  erect  the  proletarian 
dictatorship  and  the  Soviet  system,  take  from  the  capitalists  the 
land,  the  hanks,  tlte  industries,  and  the  means  of  transportation, 
and  proceed  in  this  manner  until  the  complete  abolition  of  private 
property  and  classes  has  been  attained;  until  the  final  establishment 
of  ;t  communist  economic  system  and  a communist  society. 

The  essential  economic  conditions  for  the  world  revolution  are 
present.  Its  success  depends  upon  the  will,  the  strength,  and  the 
fighting  power  of  the  proktariai.  The  proletarian  revolution  can 
be  successful  only  if  the  working  class  definitely  frees  itself  from 
reformist  illusions;  breaks  away  from  the  Second  international— the 
lackey  of  the  bourgeoisie  —and  places  itself  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Communist  Parties  and  the  Third  International,  the  revolu- 
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Id  it--  -tiic^le  tit  Hie  proletarian  dictatorship,  Ihe  revolutionary 
pi,, I,  t.ti  ,n  I,, l i*v  the  ( ommimist  I'm  ties.  employs  Hie  incllicda  of 
i , v . • i u.t; \ i na ->h  aciiott  (dene  mstut  ions.  shop  council  movements, 
sinkes,  general  stiiles,  cwitiol  of  p:  ml  u el  ion,  occupation  of  factories, 
aimed  irtofr.  etc  I .nut  the  insiiiul.ons  of  bourgeois  democracy 
t parliament*.  eh  I It  seeks  lo  remove  ihe  capitalists  from  every 
p -,||  ,>n  i'l  ,ntv  .intake  in  Ihe  duly  problems  of  the  life  of  the  working 
iht  • .uni  i>>  umtcrnimc  H e bourgeois  dfmoa atic  institutions  from 
u 1 1 :i  ‘til  j tie  t me  comes  when  <1  will  Itiialiy  destroy  them 

the  world  tivoluiivHi  has  begun  In  a vast  territory  of  Europe 
.Mid  Vs.a  the  laboring  masses.  led  by  the  working  class  of  Russia, 
have  meiiliiuhu  iticii  bourgeoisie  and  established  Soviet  Republics, 

> nii.m  .mil  \usti  .m  imperialism  have  receiveil  their  death  blows. 
Tu-  proletariat  of  those  countries  have  tx-gun  the  struggle  for  the 
rupture  > I power.  gigantic  strikes  and  social  conflicts  have  shaken 
all  the  capitalist  countries  to  their  foundations  .Milhous  of  oppressed 
colonial  slaves  have  taken  up  arms  for  their  emancipation  from 
national  anti  social  enslavement.  I 

Hut  ilk1  world  revolution  ts  a long  drawn  out  struggle  which 
will  till  a whole  epoch  in  the  history  of  humanity.  During  this 
epoch  the  revolutionary  wave  will  rise  and  fall  Defeat  will  follow 
victory  and  victory  will  follow  defeat.  The  working  class  will  he 
finally  victorious  only  if  it  is  prepared  for  Hie  greatest  sacrifices, 
i*  it  i-  filled  with  the  gu-atest  hetoistn,  if  it  I cams  discipline,  and 
-t  it  tights  ns  class  enemies  on  exciy  fiont 

UU  WORM  SO  Cl  ASS  Y(H  Ttl  l NDF.R  CAPITALISM 

Hu*  class  character  of  capitalist  society  becomes  especially 
apparent  in  Hie  present  condition  of  the  youth  and  in  its  social 

position  I lie  v-iuMi  divided  mto  two  sections tme  of  Ihe 

opprrsMd  class,  and  one  of  the  ruling  class;  and  these  two  have  M 

little  m common  as  have  Hie  capitalist  class  and  tin-  working  rlirr' 

1 he  offspr  mgs  of  the  ruling  class  enjoy  every  advantage  of  education 
and  careful  (ruining,  w Ink  the  young  w orkers  of  nly  and  Country  ihiSfl 
‘he  fat.-  ot  the  adult  working  class  and  are  the  object*  of  a rut  hie* 
exploitation  The  niggardly  crumbs  of  education  which  are  m3 


to  the  young  workers  under  the  capitalist  regime  serve  only  to  make 
them  more  profitable  objects  for  future  exploitation.  They  are  con- 
demned to  lives  of  wage  slavery, 

i lie  economic  situation  of  the  adult  worker  under  capitalism  is 
exceedingly  difficult;  but  that  of  the  working  class  youth  is  quite 
unbearable. 

Front  earliest  childhood  the  sons  and  daughters  of  working 
class  families  become  the  objects  of  capitalist  exploitation.  Child  labor 
under  the  most  dreadful  conditions  continues  to  be  widespread.  I he 
old  type  of  apprentice  who  was  received  into  ihe  family  of  his 
master  as  a member  of  that  family,  and  who  had  every  opportunity 
later  to  become  a master  of  his  trade,  has  disappeared  forever. 
Apprenticeship  nowadays  is  merely  a mask  for  the  merciless  exploi- 
tation of  the  youth,  and  even  as  such  it  is  rapidly  disappearing. 
The  development  of  industrial  technique  has  enabled  the  capitalists 
to  place  young  children  and  adolescents  as  unskilled  workers  in 
the  process  of  production.  There  remains  only  a very  small  aristo- 
cracy of  skilled  labor,  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  large  majority. 

The  capitalists  take  advantage  of  the  diminished  power  of 
resistance  of  the  young  workers  to  exploit  them  outrageously.  The 
young  workers  are  forced  to  work  long  hours  (often  longer  than 
adult  workers),  and  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  their  undeveloped 
bodies.  No  consideration  is  given  to  their  need  for  further  education. 
TTiey  must  be  satisfied  with  absurdly  low  wages,  much  below  those 
of  adult  workers  for  the  same  work.  Night  work,  work  under 
unhealthy  conditions,  dangerous  occupations,  barbarous  treatment 
by  the  employers,  unemployment  without  benefits  and  its  results, 
misery,  prostitution,  crime, — all  these  are  the  fate  of  the  young 
workers  under  the  capitalist  regime. 

Conditions  are  especially  bad  in  small  industries  and  in  small 
shops.  These  seek  to  meet  the  competition  of  the  big  industries  by 
the  merciless  exploitation  of  the  apprentices,  who  are  absolutely 
helpless  in  the  hands  of  their  employers  and  masters. 

Girls,  being  the  weakest  element  of  the  young  workers, 
arc  the  objects  of  an  especially  brutal  and  degrading  exploitation, 
even  worse  than  that  of  the  young  male  workers. 

Capitalism,  which  has  prolctarized  the  cities,  also  brought  the 
mass-proletarization  of  the  rural  population  with  untold  misery  to 
the  poor  peasants,  so  that  the  situation  of  the  young  rural  worker 
is  even  worse  than  that  of  his  urban  brother. 


rt„  wflrkvrs  against  their  older  comrades 

The  pitting  0*  oi  class,  ol  common » Misery  and 

1„  whom  they  are  related  ^<  s o(  the  arable  condition 

oi  blood,  * another  capitalism.  The  capitalists  make 

Of  the  working  class  ouU  mu  ^ the  strikes  of  the 

use  of  the  youtw  '-vo,k^  . uUll|  WOrkers  of  their  jobs, 

adult  workers,  and  to  > 1 ‘ worker  is  closely  connected 

The  economic  sarMtudi  . *j  by  tllv  bourgeoisie.  Hie 

with  the  spiritual  0PPU-  ' .j,  things,  and  only  as  much,  as 

bourgeois  schools  l','ldl  l - |1)i  and  capable  slaves  of  capitalism 
will  make  the  voun«  ;v--  ^^/iu  ^ t hts  is  the  purpose 

,u  the  factories,  m Ihc  aim>r  * ^ c)nly  the  youths  of  the 

of  the  public  and  continuation  ^hooLv  ^ universities, 

bourgeoisie  can  attend  the  1 ^ _ • rcUgi0„  and  religious 

Bourgeois  literature  am  lrash  for  the  youth, 
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organisations,  — a"  cXLJ  ivn.-fit  of  the  bourgeoisie, 

minds  of  the  young  w< >r * states.  which  serves  to  carry 

The  militarism  of  the  J‘'! ; * tlic  working  class  at  home, 
imperialist  *ats  and i I W workers  and  peasants. 

tSPcSnSSc  WO*  human  beings  an.  nothing  bet 
l or  the  ">  toUi  caste  t ^ ; Intended  to  make  the  young 

camum.«U.. h ™Wa>  imperialist  slaughters,  and  in  many 
ic  m!:!^  StmitltarStic  spirit  begin,  in  the  pt^ara 
. miHatx  organizations  oi  children  of  school  age.  I he  capitah. 
mlVm  service  nuns  tlie  young  workers  into  automatons  to  b 
used  against  their  class  brothers  at  home  and  abroad.  They  wash, 
r UsWs  Of  their  youth  in  military  barracks.  11  is  the  blood 
i4  the  working  class  youth  which  drenches  the  battle  fields 

imperialist  wars.  . ..  ..p 

bait  although  capitalism  demands  from  me  young  workers  these 

-inedible  sacrifices  of  toil  and  oi  blood  it  refuses  them  the  most 

elementary  political  rights. 

t specially  in  the  small  artizans  sliops.  Hie  apprentice  lives  m 

abiect  dependence  upon  his  employer  The  working  class  youth  's 
,k>i  allowed  the  right  to  vote,  even  in  the  pitiful  institutions  °> 


bourgeois  democracy  or  in  the  shop  councils.  In  many  countries  the 
young  worker  is  deprived,  legally  and  illegally,  of 'his  rights  to 
organize  politically,  to  attend  political  demonstrations,  etc.  Class 
justice  and  tlic  organs  of  suppression  controlled  by  the  bourgeoisie 
pitilessly  persecute  the  revolutionary  young  workers. 

This  situation  became  even  worse  during  the  war,  and  in  Hie 
period  following  the  war  the  misery  of  the  working  class  grew' 
beyond  bounds.  Enormous  masses  of  half  grown  youths  were  sent 
to  the  front  and  children  were  drawn  mto  the  workshop  to  take 
their  places  and  the  places  of  the  adult  workers.  In  the  shops  they 
were  mercilessly  exploited  without  being  trained,  even  the  few  existing 
protective  laws  being  abolished.  To  repair  tlic  damages  of  the  wai 
and  to  emerge  from  the  present  crisis— at  the  expense  of  the  prole- 
tariat, naturally — the  capitalists  intensify  the  exploitation  of  the 
proletariat  and  especially  of  the  proletarian  youth,  and  concentrate 
their  attacks  upon  the  standard  of  living  of  the  working  class, 
imposing  upon  the  workers  an  unendurable  misery.  The  process 
of  the  decay  of  capitalism  brings  with  it  increased  suffering  for  the 
young  workers;  economic  misery,  political  oppression,  and 
disfranchisement. 

THE  NECESSITY  FOR  AND  THE.  ROLE  Or  THE  YOUNG 

COMMUNIST  MOVEMENT 

The  general  political  and  economic  situation  of  the  working 
class  youth  and  its  special  position  in  capitalist  society  forces  it  to 
an  actual  participation  in  the  class  struggle,  and  impost's  upon  it, 
within  the  framework  of  the  general  class  war.  a special  struggle 
for  a change  in  its  own  conditions  of  work  and  education.  To 
fulfill  these  tasks  the  working  class  youth  has  organized  itself  into 
Young  Communist  Leagues. 

The  necessity  for  such  separate  young  communist  organizations 
arises  from  the  peculiar  psychological  needs  of  the  young  workers. 
These  require  the  establishment  of  special  independent  organizations. 
Still  another  reason  is  that  the  youth  must  have  a preparatory 
school  for  the  Party. 

The  first  young  proletarian  organizations  which  arose  in  the 
capitalist  countries  of  Europe  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  and 
beginning  of  the  twentieth  centuries  were  organized  to  fight 
militarism,  to  defend  the  interests  of  the  working  class  youth,  and 
to  give  a special  socialist  education  to  their  members.  As  reformism 
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lim>.,so(l  i„  ,1,0  labor  mov«Knl  it  •o.ikW  to  brine  the  proletarian 
j ik Itasca  m » j where  it  attained  a certain  degree  of 

Mow  its  «'ifo.ls  to  witMrawtag  tbo  yomig  wortas 
^ ti,  ,1 Mruy-Ie  and  to  transforming  their  organizations  into 
t itunnl  societies  but  the  reformists  found  it  difficult  to 

XAC&^Hir*.  <>'  "«  >0'""  50  ',ha'  ««.«« 

I? XI  sorialis.  organizations  or  at  least  ter  tel 
df  ntviits  were  a st.onn  support  ot  tlte  revo It.  toua.  7 Mt^me 
of  die  1,1  hor  movement  At  the  outbreak  of  and  dimn*.  llic  war  a J 
Iran *ritv  ol  the  members  ot  the  youns  prolelanau  untamrahous  of 
Set  oi  ttir  capitalist  countries  remained  true  to  the  principle  ol  the 
iccolotioitarv  class  struaste  and  unlike  the  socialist  parties  who 
placed  themselves  beside  the  bourseoisie.  became  constantly  clearer 

m their  aims.  i j | 

.\s  the  working  class  had,  at  that  time,  no  revolutionary  parties, 

the  voting  socialist  organizations  were  forced  to  break  with  the 
policN'  of  the  socialist  parties  and  to  undertake  an  independent 
political  struggle  against  the  bourgeoisie,  its  social  democratic d 
accomplices,  and  the  war.  Thus  they  contributed  much  to  the 
preparation  of  die  ground  for  new  revolutionary  parties  of  the 
proletariat.  With  tin-  formation  of  the  Communist  International  and 
the  Communist  Parties  and  their  growing  strength,  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  were  able  to  define  their  particular  role  as  youth 
organizations  within  the  general  revolutionary  movement  and  to 
themselves  to  their  special  tasks  among  the  proletarian  youth. 

Since  the  working  class  youth  is  a part  of  the  working  class 
i does  not  require  any  further  organization  than  the  Young  Com- 
ni.iii  st  1 cagues  lot  the  various  activities  of  the  working  class,  such 
.is  political,  economic,  athletic,  and  others,  as  the  proletariat  as  a 
whole  has  already  organizations  for  these  purposes.  The  Young 
Communist  League  is  the  mass  organization  of  the  working  class 
youth  and  that  part  of  the  labor  movement  which  represents  the 
interests  of  the  young  workers  in  all  matters.  It  is  the  mass  school 
for  the  communist  education  of  the  working  class  youth,  where 
they  can  obtain  practical  education  by  their  organized  participation 
;n  the  struggles  of  the  proletariat.  I Ins  practical  education  is  sup* 
plemented  by  theoretical  teaching.  The  Leagues  are  at  present  the 
most  devoted  assistants  to  the  Communist  Parties  and  the  reserve 
force  of  these  for  the  future.  1 


POUUCAL  ACTIVITY  OF  THE  YOUNG  COMMUNIST 

IF  AGUES  AND  THE  JR  RELATION  TO  THE  PARTIES 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  firmly  reject  the  hypocritical 
slogan  of  (he  bourgeoisie  and  of  the  Social  Democracy-that  the 
youth  must  not  participate  in  politics:  The  energetic  participation 
of  the  working  class  youth,  which  is  such  a mighty  factor  in  social 
production,  is  also  an  equally  mighty  force  in  the  working  class 
political  struggle,  and  is  the  basis  of  the  communist  education  of 
the  young  workers. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  subject  to  the  political 
leadership  of  the  Communist  Parties,  which  they  accept  as  the 
vanguard  of  the  proletariat  and  the  leader  of  all  its  organizations; 
that  is,  the  Leagues  accept  the  program,  the  tactics,  and  the  political 
instructions  of  the  Parties. 

Thus,  united  with  the  Communist  Parties,  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  participate  in  alt  the  Party  activities  and  struggles 
against  the  bourgeois  parties  and  organizations,  and  against  those 
representatives  of  capital  and  its  political  organizations  which  strive 
to  preserve  the  rule  of  capitalism  and  capitalist  exploitation.  The 
Young  Communist  Leagues  also  oppose  the  Social  Democratic 
Parties  of  all  shades,  which  are  the  direct  and  indirect  allies  of  the 
bourgeoisie  in  the  proletarian  camp.  These  attempt  to  save  capitalism 
from  destruction  and  to  divert  the  working  class  from  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle;  and  continually  betray  not  only  the  final  aims  but 
also  the  immediate  interests  of  the  proletariat.  The  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  also  combat  the  “pure”  syndicalists  who  deny  the 
necessity  of  the  proletarian  dictatorship,  a proletarian  party,  and 
proletarian  centralization;  and  the  anarchists  who  are  the  ideologists 
ol  the  slum  proletariat  and  the  petty  bourgeoisie  and  who  reject 
Hie  proletarian  stare  and  preach  reactionary  economic  views. 

The  Young  Communist  Leagues  firmly  oppose  those  organi- 
zations of  the  youth  which  follow  in  the  wake  of  and  are  supported 
by  bourgeois  parties  and  bourgeois  groups,  such  as  the  numerous 
religious  associations,  nationalist  sports  leagues,  militarist,  pacifist, 
and  chauvinist  youth  organizations.  They  fight  against  the  social 
democratic,  syndicalist,  and  anarchist  influences  among  the  youth. 
With  those  syndicalist  elements  who  recognize  the  necessity  of  the 
revolutionary  struggle  for  die  proletarian  dictatorship  and  who 
have  rid  themselves  of  their  antiquated  prejudices,  the  Young  Com- 
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inmnsl  Leagues  fight  as  comrades  sharing  tiie  same  struggle.  They 
strive  to  lead  all  the  unorganized  and  misled  elements  of  the  prole- 
tarian  youth  along  the  road  of  the  proletarian  class  struggle  aiul 
they  endeavor  to  unite  the  entire  working  class  youth  under  the 
banner  of  Communism. 

1 hese  are  the  concrete  tasks  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
on  the  political  field:  untiring  agitation  for  the  militant  aims  of  the 
Communist  International;  support  of  the  Communist  Parties  in  all 
their  daily  work  and  activities;  participation  in  all  the  revolutionary 
actions  of  the  proletariat;  discussion  and  explanation  of  current 
political  events  and  the  immediate  tasks  of  the  proletariat;  active 
participation  in  all  Party  debates  within  the  scope  of  the  Communist 
Parties. 

Without  questioning  the  political  leadership  of  the  Communist 
Parties,  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  require  organizational 
independence  tor  the  work  of  education.  In  the  interest  of  successful 
cooperation  in  all  militant  activities  the  closest  organizational  contact 
between  Parties  and  Young  Communist  Leagues  is  essential  and  is 
obtained  by  mutual  representation  in  all  bodies  and  by  continual 
mutual  support. 
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TUI:  ECONOMIC  STRUGOLE  OF  THE  YOUNG 

COMMUNIST  LEAGUES  A 

Any  radical  improvement  in  the  conditions  oi  the  working  class 
youth  is  impossible  under  capitalism.  Moreover,  during  the  period 
of  itie  decay  of  capitalism  the  bourgeoisie  strives  to  lower  as  far 
as  possible  the  standard  of  living  of  the  working  class  vouth  and 
ruthlessly  opposes  every  slightest  attempt  of  the  voting  workers 
i0  lit  tit.  i their  conditions.  1 litis  the  young  workers  can  expect 
radical  changes  in  their  situation  with  regard  to  labor  and  education 
only  after  the  victory  of  the  proletariat.  | 

i lic  establishment  o!  socialist  society  not  only  demands  a re- 
organization ol  the  condthons  oi  work,  with  regard  to  the  education 
ot  tin  >0UI1K  workers,  but  it  also  brings  ahout  the  conditions  that 
make  .Ins  reorgan.zat.on  possible-  As  Ur  conspicuous  example  ol 
.lie  Russian  revolution  has  proven,  it  creates  socialist  education 
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the  scope  of  the  general  struggle  of  the  working  class  is  the 
realization  of  socialist  youth  education  on  the  basis  of  the  trans- 
formation of  the  conditions  of  labor  for  youth. 

But  even  before  the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletariat  the 
Young  Communist  Leagues  struggle  energetically  for  the  betterment 
of  the  young  workers’  situation.  This  struggle  aims  at  the  pro- 
tection oi  the  young  workers  against  the  growing  misery  and 
degeneration  resulting  from  capitalist  exploitation,  and  strives  to 
increase  the  power  of  resistance  of  the  working  class  by  raising 
its  standard  of  living;  all  this  to  the  end  of  depriving  the  capi- 
talists of  some  of  their  advantageous  strongholds  and  of  uniting 
die  masses  of  young  workers  to  fight  for  their  most  elementary 
and  immediate  demands. 

The  basis  and  the  goal  of  our  programme  is  the 
SOCIALIST  REORGANISATION  OF  JUVENILE  LABOR 

This  means  the  abolition  of  wage  slavery  for  alt  young  workers 
up  to  eighteen  years  of  age.  They  must  be  cared  for  by  the  state 
and  treated  from  the  point  of  view  of  education,  until  they  have 
attained  this  age. 

Aside  from  our  relentless  opposition  to  all  child  labour,  which 
naturally  requires  no  further  explanation,  our  partial  demands 
for  all  young  workers  of  both  sexes  up  to  eighteen  years  are  the 
following: 

Minimum  wages  ranging  from  the  subsistence  minimum  up- 
wards. Equal  wages  for  equal  work,  for  young  and  adult  workers 
of  both  sexes.  Progressive  grading  of  apprentices’  wages  during 
the  course  of  apprenticeship. 

If  die  six  hour  day  is  established,  wages  arc  to  be  paid  for 
eight  hours. 

Wages  of  all  young  workers  to  -be  determined  by  trade  union 
agreements. 

Six  hour  working  day  with  the  inclusion  of,  and  full  pay  for. 
continuation  school  hours. 

Forty  four  hour  week  end  rest. 

Strict  prohibition  of  night  work  for  all  young  workers  up  to 
twenty  years. 

Prohibition  of  piece  work  and  oi  the  speeding  up  system. 

Fully  paid  four  weeks’  annual  vacation  Free  accomodation  of 
young  workers  in  recreation  homes,  sanatorium*,  etc. 
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Prohibition  oi  young  workers  up  to  twenty  years  bring  emnlov*i 
hi  shops  am!  industries  injurious  to  ilu-ir  health,  such  as  Pii« 

woiks,  underground  work  in  the  mines  certain  branches  of  nS 
chemical  industry,  and  others.  iae 

Equal  unemployment  doles  for  young  and  adult  workers*  nJ 
employ i unit  doles  ranging  from  the  subsistence  minimum  upwards. 

C ompulsory  employment  of  the  unemployed  youth  either  in  shoos 
r training  schools  which  guarantee  continuation  of  traininf  fS 

Wen, "Ship  ° "aVC  bM  '•  inKrrnpt  their 
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Umipuisory  free  and  complete  trade  education  for  all  vounp 
workers  up  to  eighteen  years  . -oun£ 
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protective  'Ind  101  •»““*  a8amsl  «*!«*  Irnrn  and 

* *•* 

to  their  Sr  * empby,ng  aPPrcnticcs  **«*  w<>rk  not  belonging 
Prohibition  of  the  living-in  system. 
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in  »1™.OrK*,,liitati0,]S  aiui  dieir  representatives  to  have  i u~j 

fices  nr  PtrV.8l<Jn  the  training  shops  and  trade  schools  Ann/r^ 
dees  or  pupils  to  elect  councils  for  the  same  purpose!  PPrcn’ 
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For  the  Establishment  of  a Militant  Front  with  the  Adult 
Working  Class  the  Voung  Communist  International  lias  formu- 
lated the  following  demands: 

Young  workers  to  have  full  rights  on  all  shop  councils. 

Young  workers  to  be  accepted  on  equal  terms  in  the  trade  unions 
but  to  pay  lower  dues. 

According  to  the  peculiar  conditions  that  may  exist  in  different 
countries  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  may  enlarge  or  adapt 
these  demands  as  the  occasion  requires. 

The  fate  of  the  working  class  youth  is  inseparably  connected 
with  that  of  the  whole  working  class.  The  economic  struggle  of 
the  young  workers  can  be  successful  only  when  it  is  carried  on 
with  the  full  support  of,  and  in  conjunction  with,  the  adult  working 
class,  i lie  adults  must  support  the  struggling  young  workers,  since 
the  interests  of  the  working  class  youth  arc  the  interests  of  the 
proletariat  as  a whole,  and  since  the  economic  problems  of  the 
working  class  are  inseparable  from  those  of  the  young  workers. 
The  Young  Communist  Leagues  conduct  their  economic  struggle 
through  the  organizations  of  the  whole  proletariat  and,  primarily, 
through  the  trade  unions. 

The  trade  unions  are  the  mass  organizations  of  the  workers  for 
the  protection  of  their  economic  interests.  The  Young  Communist 
Leagues  advocate  on  principle  the  equality  of  young  and  adult 
workers  in  the  trade  unions  and  strive  to  induce  the  trade  unions  to 
defend  the  interests  of  the  young  workers.  Each  member  of  the 
Young  Communist  League  must  also  be  a member  of  his  trade 
union.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  are,  however,  thoroughly 
conscious  of  the  fact  that  only  the  revolutionary  trade  unions  desire 
to,  and  can,  represent  the  interests  of  the  workers,  young  and  old 
They  therefore  oppose  the  reformist  trade  union  bureaucracy,  strive 
to  revolutionize  the  trade  unions,  and  support  the  Red  Interna- 
tional of  Labour  Unions. 

THE  ANTI-MILITARIST  STRUGGLE  OF  THE  VOUNG 

COMMUNIST  LEAGUES 

Militarism  is  an  invariable  and  inevitable  component  of  capi- 
talism and  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  instruments  of  its  rule. 
The  struggle  against  militarism  is  therefore  the  struggle  against 
one  of  the  mightiest  tools  of  bourgeois  class  rule. 
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T,1e  yownfi  workers  o(  the  city  and  of  the  count™  ..  1 

vtd.ms  of  militarism:  they  are  the  muses  who  are  a,j|5 
thr  tanka  Oi  Its  armies  and  to  die  on  tl.e  bmtk*  111 up?  k 
7\  wl,«*  yowth  militarism  seeks  to  poison  the  r „ Fr°m 
Kkvk^tcaf  and  organizational  mesKirw  t 5 and  b>' 

;“hl%  ils  influence.  I,  fe  therX^  me  pritn  .rv^t  /hcin 
I,lt  ^ ouni;  Communist  Leagues  to  mmint  , I?.I.’ary  ta$k  of 
lessty  and  to  conduct  an  energetic  anti-mil, t-.ri!  11 1 ar,sm  rc*«it- 
l lie  masses  oi  the  young  worker.  t‘  * I Pr®Paffailda  among 

r>..ri„g  I he  ""d  ,°i,Side  «3 

militarism  S«liU  more  and  more  operty  bo"*** 

a<ss  and  becomes  the  instrument  of  wlhle  terror  I “i  W°rhng 

ivruKt  the  Young  Communist  Lca-ues  1 n r S dunn* 

should  lake  even  stronger  and  nS  ndtn  at;0mniUn^t  P‘1rfe 
tarism  ' 1,10,1  rad,ial  action  against  mili- 

To  the  diauvinisni  of  the  imnerini!*^  4)  1 

J*«<  social  democrats  oZ*  £ ZvT  '""t*'*  »•* 

Iw  *»«  division  of  1Ile  i0?ld  \?rpKl‘  I,k*  bourgeoisie,  fighting 
ft  volution,  will  never  lay  down\"j L 7 ' the  ProIdarian 
i isanued  them.  But  what  is  «oro*  U.£?I1S  im  d workers  have 
1 docs  not  alarm  or  disarm  the  iJv. P‘K  ,f!sPl  banns  the  proletariat, 
lariat  of  its  weapons  bv  iHnei/v  rR0Otsie  but  it  robs  the  prole- 
p; oletariat,  psych5o<rjca)|Y  w,lldl  surrender  the  fostering! 

* it^amuxi  d;iss  dnd  Pby^rcally  helpless,  into  the  hand? 

oi'liiatist  st; rugg'lf ad t h c C 'm n r ‘T ° thc  ,metilods  of  anti- 
i ivu  ual  refusals  to  sene  5ik  i‘ S?  J°'synd,1caIist  elements; 

SSS  r !i 

proK^  7^  by 

^pitaiis, nTjl^:ind  ilm  d,(eari,wd  rebt  ffiortof  the  proletariat 

’ Wy  In  dn-  viunrv  t !iCSSa,T  m struggle  for  its  em- n ' ? * 

humanity  to  11k*  urition  W?P0D8  wiU  the  ProIetariat  be  able  £ iS 
no  longer  require*  n -r?1  0 a SOact>'  which  being  without  r].  d \ 
and  by  the  armcl  V larism>  0nl-v  b>*  the  creation  0f  a mi  ‘SSCS  '• 

against  the  counter  °*  the  ad,ievemcnts  of  the  revolut!??  1 
'»•*  BMI  be  attain 'l  i !0nary  aUempts  of  fhe  *"i*2  S? 
naist  strive  to  1|Sm  " A*8  war  aKams*  capitalism  the  Volet  3 

^ - enlighten  the  proletarian  and  semi-proiei™' "at 

b.  t 


ments  of  tfic  bourgeois  army  and  win  them  fo  its  side,  to  turn  the 
weapons  (fiat  were  directed  against  the  working  class  against  the 
ruling  class. 

In  ibis  struggle  tiie  Young  Communist  Leagues  and  the  Com- 
munist Parties  are  confronted  with  the  special  tasks  of:— 

Struggle  against  the  psychological  militarization  of  the  young 
workers  by  flic  bourgeoisie; 

Struggle  against  the  military  education  of  the  working  class 
youth  as  a preparation  for  army  service; 

Revolutionary  work  within  the  bourgeois  armies,  through  nu- 
clei in  the  regular  standing  armies,  the  colonial  and  occupation 
troops,  in  preparatory  military  institutions,  and  by  propaganda 
against  war,  militarism,  and  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  service  of 
capitalism; 

Struggle  for  the  material  interests  and  the  right  of  organiza- 
tion of  the  soldiers; 

Struggle  for  the  annulment  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  and  (he 
other  peace  treaties  which  are  the  causes  of  new  wars; 

Struggle  against  imperialist  wars  by  every  means,  including 
the  general  strike  and  armed  uprisings,  and  the  transformation  of 
the  imperialist  war  into  a revolutionary  civil  war; 

Struggle  against  and  disarmament  of  the  armed  organizations 
oi  the  bourgeoisie,  which  are  especially  created  for  the  suppression 
of  the  proletariat,  and  against  the  military  and  nationalistic  youth 
organizations  which  serve  them  as  reserves; 

Self-protection  of  the  working  class  against  reaction,  and  the 
arming  of  the  workers  for  their  struggle. 

The  V oting  Communist  Leagues  carry  on  a broad  propaganda 
among  the  young  workers,  especially  among  those  in  the  army,  for 
the  spread  of  these  principles  in  opposition  to  bourgeois  militarism, 

T HE  EDUCATIONAL  WORK  OF  THE  YOUNG 

COMMUNIST  LEAGUES 

The  work  of  education  and  propaganda  is  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  whole  activity  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues.  By 
education,  in  tills  sense,  is  meant  the  communication  to  the  young 
workers  of  the  summed  up  experiences  of  the  struggle,  in  order  to 
make  them  conscious  and  determined  fighters  against  capitalism 
and  for  the  proletariat,  for  revolution  and  for  the  builders  of  a 
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iu‘tt  society  (i  thus  becomes  a counter-balance  to  and  i fiohn  « 

^Mpon  against  the  exclusive  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  unS? 
urn ny  workers.  >»jH 

I lie  in  si  task  of  the  Voting  Communist  l eagues  is  the  daIMmi 
enlightenment  of  their  members  and  of  the  broad  massL  oi  S 
work m.  It  instructs  them  in  the  laws  of  economic  and  J 

‘ n0  “ .mil‘  hls,or>'  1,1  ,,u'  forms  and  methods  of  the  class 
**n  ami  the  labor  movement,  in  the  political  and  economic 

**  tasks  aiul  aim  of  ™c  I 

''‘"',"1  ™lul*"  Marxism  the  theory  0t  ihe  proletariat-h  M 

5wiS,te,S"«r  I"1'  f“ K8lf  a";""s'  (md  «' "'«! 

■ nut  tool  tor  the  construction  of  the  new  society  Tims  Z 
Wi.n„  Lorn  must  leagues  strive,  primarily,  to  spread  Marxian 

SS?  £&£"  “d  aK’'s,om  '"«»  <»  Marxian 

I"11,10"1"*’  '""*»»*•  * 

utteirst  oi  tlu‘  chVvvJ  Vi  M 01  the  yoim*  workers  in  the 
the  bourgeoisie  the  ktiowWhJ  >0uap  bi  kers  must  obtain  from 

Maria.  «u,Z  *?  <**  * "»**  <*  *» 

capitalism  In  addition  in  n ii!°iU\0r}  .ln  ie  stru££*e  against 

upon  which  we  concentrate  om  m*  ,-®*!Ca5?,,1  and  SOcial  scietlce> 
munist  Leap  ms  akrt  ,i«  piuKipal  efforts,  the  Young  Com- 

splice,  hteratur^md ^ ^uca,,o» jli. vcork  in  the  realms  of 

l,nng  to  the  voun  r worker  n„‘t  , . 11S  xvork  tlle>r  not  on|y 

now  denies  them,  throu  »l*  th  - af  edllcatl0t’  wlndi  tlte  bourgeoisie 
bwt  they  also  oppose  tli7- ' \\^r- n,c>T,?Poly  of  the  educational  system, 
logy  i„  an  view  against  the  bourgeois  id£  i 

:i|y  io  Hu'  extent  to  which  ?i  0iCUP-v  themselves  with  these  things 
» «,«,  i«  rta  ' h ‘'^LP  •1,c  .,0  *>*  class  strode,  and 

creation  0f  an  intelligent  J™,?rk  t%  J ^ Prc1,minar.v  basis  For  the 
for  the  struggle  un  im  i ! Kliard  of  thc  workin»  class,  necessary 
king  Class  by  tics'of  vanKlwrd  connected  with  the  wor-  j 

•Ik-  establishment  ‘md  ? comnion  mterestsI  working  for 

<1  > rrnkuSSf  tetinKi  IO  beCOme  "*  Pincers 

; JueJ,^n Vof“"L 1 vcime ?°  "0,„di8^d  to  Physical 

hoitflty  hoc„«  W ~(1; " ^ 0rr  Sf  J?  1,  “ron* 

””“k’  * "■  » » cir!,c°  .hr'  iCSfli,  '5? 

.irk  rl 


lalisl  exploitation  upon  the  physiqtw  •<  thc  V0""'  and  t0 
"'l  Tk-t«U.odsUoniio  work  ol  education  ^tl" Inbih ‘of 

his  independent  initiative  , . ,,  . 

Nor  is  the  educational  work  of  the  Leagues  confined  strictly  to 
,,  vniltit.  it  comprises  great  educational  tasks  among  the  children. 
Hie  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  which  is  especially  brought  to  Iwar 

upon  the  young  children  must  be  counteracted 
munist  education  of  the  proletarian  children.  I hey  must  also  oe 
drawn  into  the  class  struggle,  and  in  a manner  that  cor res|wnds 
to  their  mental  abilities.  The  Communist  Childrens  Group  is  the 


tins  work. 

The  Leagues  also  devote  much  attention  to  propaganda  and 
agitation  in  the  rural  districts,  having  due  regard  to  the  importance 
of  that  work.  Thc  methods  of  ttiis  work  are  adapted  to  the  special 
economic  and  cultural  circumstances  of  the  young  rural  workers. 
They  arc  based  upon  the  problems  which  lie  nearest  the  hearts  wind 
lives  of  the  young  rural  workers;  they  are  adapted  to  the  intellectual 
level  of  these  young  workers;  and  they  give  due  consideration  to 
their  prejudices.  The  winning  over  of  the  rural  proletariat  can  be 
achieved  only  by  energetic  and  persistent  work  by  the  urban  orga- 
nizations of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 


THE  BASIS  or  THE  ORGANIZATIONAL  STRUCTURE 

The  organizational  structure  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues 
corresponds  to  ttieii  role  and  their  tasks.  The  shop  nuclei  are  the 
organs  through  which  the  Leagues  remain  in  close  contact  with  the 
masses  oi  the  working  class  youth,  for  agitation  among  them  and  for 
drawing  them  into  the  communist  ranks.  Thc  Leagues  insist  upon  strict 
discipline  in  the  organization,  and  upon  independent  initiative,  that 
is,  upon  the  energetic  participation  of  its  members  in  all  the  work 
«iik!  struggles  of  the  League.  Leadership  is  based  upon  democratic 
centralization.  The  Young  Communist  Leagues  are  essentially 
organizations  of  the  working  class  youth,  but  they  strive  to  win 
over  the  best  elements  of  the  intellectuals  and  of  the  small  peasantry', 
as  well.  Without  creating  any  special  organization  for  them  thev 
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Hive  place  in  their  ranks  to  their  most  active  elements  and  to  those 
who  are  most  devoted  to  the  proletarian  cause. 

The  Young  Communist  leagues  understand  thoroughly  that 
they  live  in  an  enemy  world  and  that  white  terror  may  at  any  time 
force  them  underground.  They  make  continual  preparations,  tech- 
nically and  ideologically,  for  such  an  eventuality.  Even  if  forced 
underground  by  the  persecutions  of  reaction  they  strive  to  maintain 
at  all  times  and  by  all  means,  their  contact  with,  and  their  influence 
over,  the  masses. 


Wt  WORKING  CLASS  YOUTH  OF  WE  COLONIAL 

COUNTRIES 


More  than  one  half  of  the  entire  human  race  suffers  under  the 


yoke  of  imperialism  in  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries.  The 
exploitation  of  the  backward  peoples  of  Asia  and  Africa 
is  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  modern  capitalist  world 
economy.  The  national  struggle  for  liberation  of  the  oppressed 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries  is.  therefore,  a most  important 
factor  in  the  revolution  against  capitalism.  The  union  of  the  revolu- 
tionary proletariat  of  the  capitalist  countries  with  the  colored 
slaves  of  imperialism  is  one  of  the  most  important  conditions  of  tiie 
victorious  struggle.  The  increasing  capitalist  development  of  the 
largest  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries  has  created  the  first  con- 
dition for  the  division  of  classes— the  working  class  on  one  hand 
and  the  bourgeois  and  feudal  class  on  the  other;  the  native  laboring 
population  has  been  aroused  and  the  national  revolutionary  struggle 


becomes  a struggle 


against  the  native  feudalism  and  the  native 


bourgeoisie. 


The  condition  of  the  young  workers  in  tliese  countries  is  even 
worse  than  the  condition  of  the  youth  in  the  ruling  countries.  The 
young  workers  of  the  colonics  suffer  under  the  double  oppression 
of  native  ami  of  foreign  exploitation  which  still  retains,  in  many 
cast's,  the  old  feudalist ic  and  patriarchal  forms.  The  widely  spread 
system  of  petty  industries  and  petty  trade,  fighting  desperately  for 
existence,  is  the  cause  of  a savage  exploitation  of  the  youth  such  as 
the  young  worker  of  Europe  and  America  has  not  known  for  a long 
time.  The  misery  of  the  peasantry  and  the  feudal  backwardness  of 
agriculture  make  the  situation  of  the  young  worker  in  the  rural 
districts  even  worse  than  that  of  his  urban  brother.  To  these  may 
be  added  the  exraordinary  cultural  backwardness  and  social  enslavc- 
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mem  of  the  youth  of  those  countries;  the  unbounded  influence  of  the 
dergy,  based  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  masses;  the  slavish  con- 
ditions of  women;  and  the  patriarchal  rights  of  the  employer  over 
Ins  employees. 

I he  young  communists  oi  the  oppressed  colonial  countries  face 
a double  task: 

(!)  Io  organize  a mass  movement  of  the  young  workers  under 
the  banner  of  revolutionary  liberation  from  the  foreign  imperialistic 
yoke,  to  establish  an  alliance  with  the  proletariat  of  the  capitalist 
countries;  to  fight  for  the  economic,  cultural,  and  political  needs 
and  demands  of  the  youth. 

(2)  To  create  organizations  of  conscious  young  communist 
workers  to  lead  the  working  class  youth  in  the  national  revolu- 
tionary struggle  and  to  prepare  the  class  struggle  for  communism 
which  is  inevitable  in  those  countries  also,  with  the  advent  of  the 
advancing  world  revolution.  The  organizational  forms  of  the  revolu- 
tionary youth  movement  in  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries 
are  determined  by  the  historical,  economic,  social  and  political  con- 
ditions peculiar  to  each  country. 

The  young  communists  oi  the  capitalist  countries,  especially 
those  countries  which  maintain  a colonial  policy  of  aggression,  must 
fight  for  the  liberation  oi  the  oppressed  colonial  peoples;  against 
the  racial  prejudices  of  the  workers  in  their  own  lands;  and  must 
support  with  energy  the  struggle  oi  the  young  workers  in  the 
colonial  countries. 

THE  WORKING  CLASS  YOUTH  AND  THE  DICTATORSHIP 

OF  THE  PROLETARIAT 

The  overthrow  of  the  -bourgeoisie  and  the  establishment  of  the 
proletarian  dictatorship  changes  radically  the  situation  of  the  work- 
ing class  youth.  The  oppressed,  enslaved,  workers  of  capitalism 
become  free  citizens  of  the  proletarian  state.  The  proletarian  dictator- 
ship strives  to  improve,  radically,  the  condition  of  the  young  workers, 
politically  economically,  and  culturally,  and  gradually  accomplishes 
this  task.  The  revolutionary  youth  organizations  which  are 
persecuted  and  oppressed  by  capitalism,  receive  the  material  and 
moral  support  of  the  Soviet  state:  they  become  active  participants 
in  the  work  oi  reconstruction  of  the  proletarian  state,  and  especially 
in  regard  to  youth  labor  and  education.  The  Young  Communist 
Leagues  are  given  every  opportunity  to  become  mass  organizations 


for  the  communist  education  of  the  working  class  youth,  with  due 
consideration  to  every  sphere  of  the  lives  of  the  young  workers.  The 
purpose  of  tins  education  during  the  period  of  the  dictatorship  is  the 
training  and  equipping  of  the  young  proletariat  to  become  workers 
and  fighters  in  all  the  realms  of  struggle  and  of  reconstruction. 

The  activity  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  changes  with  the 
altered  class  nature  of  the  state  While  they  were  a weapon  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  bourgeois  state  under  capitalism,  they  become 
a support  of  the  Soviet  power  under  the  proletarian  dictatorship. 
The  Young  Communist  Leagues  share  actively  in  the  establishment 
of  the  socialist  state,  the  rebuilding  of  its  industry,  and  the  reforma- 
tion of  its  agriculture.  The  struggle  against  bourgeois  militarism  is 
replaced  by  the  joining  of  the  red  army  or  navy  and  by  work  to 
strengthen  these  organizations.  The  best  forces  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  join  the  red  army,  after  the  conquest  of  power  by 
the  proletariat,  and  become  soldiers,  political  workers,  and  red 
commanders  The  Leagues  realize  their  program  of  economic 
demands  - - the  gradual  socialist  reorganization  of  juvenile  labor  — 
through  the  establishment  of  the  proletarian  state  and  with  the  aid 
of  the  trade  unions,  the  class  organizations  of  the  proletariat.  The 
1 eagues  assume  the  leadership  in  this  work.  The  struggle  against 
the  bourgeois  educational  institutions  and  their  mental  chloroforming 
of  the  youth  is  replaced  by  active  help  given  to  the  socialist  state  in 
the  establishment  of  a uniform  vocational  school  system;  by  the 
organization  of  schools  for  the  young  workers  and  apprentices;  by 
the  capture  of  the  secondary  and  higher  schools  by  the  proletariat; 
and  by  the  organization  of  popular  education  for  the  masses.  The 
educational  work  of  the  Young  Communist  l eagues  becomes  wider 
and  more  profound:  with  the  altered  purpose  of  their  communist 
educational  work  and  their  increased  material  and  mental  powers, 
new  tasks  arise  on  this  field. 

THE  YQl  S’G  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 

To  be  successful,  the  struggle  of  the  proletariat  for  Communism 
must  be  internationally  organized.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  the 
working  class  youth.  'I  hcreforc  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  of 
all  countries  are  united  in  the  Young  Communist  International,  the 
world  organization  of  the  revolutionary  proletarian  youth  and  their 
international  leader  and  director 
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I he  first  International  Union  of  Socialist  Youth  Organisations 
was  formed  in  T*OT,  at  the  Stuttgart  Congress.  In  spite  of  the 
attempts  of  the  reformists  and  social  patriots  to  break  up  this  union 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  its  affiliated  organizations  proclaimed 
at  the  end  of  the  war  — the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  period  — 
their  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  revolutionary  class  struggle 
and  created  the  Young  Communist  Internationa),  i his  is  in  reality, 
then,  the  true  successor  of  the  international  l uion  oi  Socialist  Youth 
Organisations.  The  few  socialist  youth  organizations  which  had 
nevt’i  belonged  to  an  international  league,  for  reformist  reasons, 
before  the  war;  or  which  had  broken  away  front  the  International 
Union  during  the  war;  or  which  were  later  created  by  the  social 
democrats  in  opposition  to  the  revolutionary  youth  organizations, 
formed  tire  Young  Workers'  International  and  the  International 
Working  Union  of  Socialist  Youth  Organisations,  in  IQ'ii.  They 
thereby  split  the  united  front  of  the  working  class  youth  under  the 
banner  of  revolution,  and  in  !(i23  they  united  into  a single  reform. st 
organization,  directed  against  the  Young  Communist  international. 

Unlike  the  social  democratic  internationals  which  are  merely 
loose  federations,  the  Young  Communist  International  is  built  upon 
the  principle  of  international  centralization.  Its  decisions  are  the 
supreme  laws  for  all  national  sections.  The  practical  tasks  of 
the  Young  Communist  International  are:  International  agitation, 
and  the  execution  of  international  actions;  leadership  of  the  Young 
Communist  Leagues  in  all  their  activities;  support  of  the  national 
sections  in  their  work;  organization  of  new  Leagues;  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  spirit  of  solidarity  among  the  revolutionary  youth 
of  all  countries. 

The  Young  Communist  International  accepts  the  principles  of 
the  Communist  International  and  forms  one  of  its  sections.  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Young  Communist  International  main- 
tains close  contact  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Communist 
International  and  is  subjected  to  the  latter's  political  leadership. 

The  Young  Communist  International  has  appointed  the  first 
Sunday  in  September  as  International  Youth  Day  for  the  inter- 
national celebration  of  the  young  workers,  the  day  on  which  they 
manifest  their  will  to  fight  for  their  demands  until  they  have  at- 
tained the  final  victory'  of  their  principles. 

A new  epoch  in  the  history  ol  the  working  class  youth  began 
with  the  foundation  of  the  Young  Communist  International.  Na- 
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tional  boundaries  and  national  divisions  uo  not  exist  foi  the  Young 
Communist  International.  It  opposes  capitalism  in  one  single  uni- 
ted front  and  its  iron  ring  encircles  the  whole  world,  the  • oung 
Communist  International  creates  the  prerequisites  tor  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  working  class  youth  from  the  unendurable  political, 
economic,  and  cultural  impositions  of  capitalism.  Called  upon  as 
a part  of  the  militant  Communist  International  to  accomplish  this 
task,  the  Young  Communist  International  will  not  lay  down  its 

arms  until  this  work  is  done. 
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RESOLUTION 

on  Ihe 

ECONOMIC  DEMANDS  OF  THE  PROGRAM 
OP  THE  YOUNG  COMMUNIST  INTERNATIONAL 


SiNCli  the  Second  World  Congress  issued  its  call  to  battle  for 
the  economic  demands  of  the  working  class  youth,  the  eco- 
nomic movement  amongst  the  young  workers  has  grown  con- 
siderably, Increasing  economic  pressure  is  sowing  the  seeds  of 
dissatisfaction  in  the  ranks  of  the  young  workers  and  apprentices, 
and  is  giving  them  a greai  impetus  in  their  economic  struggle.  Un- 
der the  leadership  and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist Leagues  a number  of  battles  were  fought.  In  these  struggles 
the  Leagues  left  the  realm  of  theoretical  propaganda  and  took  up 
the  struggle  for  practical  demands.  In  spite  of  the  different  con- 
ditions in  the  various  countries,  the  basic  and  fundamental  fads  of 
the  situation  of  the  working  class  youth  are  ihe  same  everywhere,  and 
in  all  the  struggles  a need  for  definite  common  aims  and  for  joint 
economic  action  of  ihe  Young  Communist  Leagues  became  evident. 
Tiiis  was  all  tiie  more  necessary  as,  in  the  present  stage  of  historical 
development,  this  fight  must  ever  more  and  more  assume  an  inter- 
national character.  ^ >8 

(2)  The  fundamental  feature  of  the  position  of  the  working  class 
youth  in  capitalist  society  (their  inclusion  in  the  process  of  production 
as  fully  developed  workers  and  objects  of  exploitation  under  the 
system  of  wage  slavery,  and  their  deliberate  exclusion  from  education) 
is  the  same  in  every  country  and  demands  the  united  application 
of  the  lever  of  our  basic  demands.  The  sweating  methods  prevailing 
today  in  the  apprenticeship  system,  and  the  exclusion  from  vocational 
training  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  working  class  youth, 
due  to  the  endeavors  of  capitalism  to  reduce  the  number  of  highly 
paid  skilled  workers  and  to  compel  still  more  workers  to  perform 
underpaid  unskilled  labor,  are  also  international  phenomena.  In 
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some  countries  there  is  an  attempt  to  veil  these  (acts  by  a system  of 
compulsory  continuation  school  training.  The  obsolete  conditions 
prevailing  in  such  schools,  whidi  in  most  cases  only  serve  to  inten- 
sify the  exploitation  {by  the  extension  of  working  hours,  by  causing 
extra  expenses,  etc.)  call  for  an  energetic  struggle  for  a number  c( 
measures  towards  their  systematic  ami  thorough  revision.  The  fact, 
furthermore,  that  the  young  workers,  performing  the  labor  of 
adult  workers,  receive  lower  wages -than  the  latter— wages  which 
hardly  suffice  to  sustain  life, — and  still  more,  the  miserable  wages 
ot  the  apprentices  and  the  discrimination  in  the  treatment  of  young 
as  against  adult  workers  in  the  matter  of  unemployment  benefits— 
all  these  facts  necessitate  tire  establishment  of  immediate  and  concrete 
demands  on  the  wage  system  of  juvenile  labor.  The  long  working 
hours  which  menace  the  physical  and  mental  well-being  of  the  young 
workers,  the  night  work,  the  lack  of  recreation  and  holidays,  lead 
the  working  class  youth  of  all  countries  to  set  up  definite  demands. 
The  present  hygienic  conditions  under  which  the  youth  is  working 
are  horrible;  child  labor  is  still  being  employer!.  The  agricultural 


young  workers  arc-  subject  to  particular  exploitation-  In  spite  of  the 
varying  local  conditions,  the  miserable  situation  of  the  working  class 
youth  is  the  same  everywhere  in  the  capitalist  world.  From  this 
fact  ari$f$  the  necessity  of  setting  up  economic  demands  of  an  inter- 
national character  and  of  combining  them  into  an  international  pro- 


gram oj  demands. 

(3)  The  working  class  youth  has  previously  had  an  international 
economic  program,  “Demands  for  the  Economic  Protection  of 
the  Youth”,  adopted  a the  first  congress  of  the  Young  International 
at  Stuttgart,  in  1907.  Although  the  fundamental  basis  of  this  pro- 
gram is  still  the  property  of  the  working  class  youth,  it  can  no 
more  be  considered  as  the  basis  of  the  economic  struggle  of  the 
Y.C.I  and  must  be  revised  and  amended.  I ll  is  program  does  not 
give  attention  to  the  all-important  question  of  wages  of  the  young 
workers,  nor  does  it  demand  the  radical  transformation  of  the 
system  oi  education  and  vocational  training,  but  contents 
itself  with  reformist  demands  for  the  improvement  of  the  present 
system  of  apprentice-ship.  Furthermore,  the  age  limit  for  shorter 
working  hours  must  be  extended,  and  the  problem  of  holidays,  which 
is  omitted  in  the  old  program,  must  be  dealt  with.  Above  all, 
however,  the  Stuttgart  minimum  program  is  a program  of 
demands  for  reforms  to  be  earned  into  practice  within  the  bounds 
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of  capitalist  society  by  means  of  reformist  methods.  It  lacks  those 
elements  which  go  beyond  the  limit  of  capitalist  society  and  which 
serve  to  break  it  down,  and  which  can  be  fully  realized  only  after 
the  overthrow  oj  capitalism.  Its  avowed  purpose  is  to  “eliminate 
tlie  worst  instances  of  exploitation  which  prevent  its  victims  even 
from  participation  in  the  struggle  against  the  present  economic 
system”.  The  militant  program  of  the  Young  Communist  Inter- 
national, however,  cannot  respect  the  exigencies  of  the  capitalist 
economic  system  nor  be  merely  a means  lo  eliminate  (he  worst  in- 
stances of  the  exploitation  oj  the  working  class  youth.  It  must  become 
art  instrument  for  the  elimination  oj  all  exploitation  and  must  pro- 
claim the  ultimate  and  fundamental  aim  of  the  economic  struggle  of 
the  young  workers:  the  complete  transformation  of  the  conditions  of 
juvenile  labor  ,and  its  socialist  reorganization  . 

Therefore,  the  Young  Communist  International,  the  leader  of 
the  class  conscious  working  class  youth,  lias  elaborated  a new  pro- 
gram oj  economic  demands  of  the  young  workers  which  it  herewith 
submits  to  the  great  mass  of  the  oppressed  and  exploited  young 
proletariat  and  to  the  entire  working  class. 

The  basis  ami  aim  of  our  program  is  the 

SOCIALIST  REORGANIZATION  OF  JUVENILE  LABOR 

This  means 

ABOLITION  OF  WAGE  SLAVERY  FOR  ALL  YOUNG 
WORKERS  UP  TO  IS  YEARS,  WHO  MUST  BE  CARED 
FOR  BY  THE  STATE  AND  TREATED  FROM  AN 
EDUCATIONAL  POINT  OF  VIEW  UNTIL  THEY 

HAVE  ATTAINED  THIS  AGE. 

■ I 

Our  partial  demands  for  all  young  workers  oi  both  sexes  up  to 
IS  years  (relentless  opposition  to  all  child  labor  is  a matter  of 
course)  are  the  following: 

Minimum  wages  ranging  from  the  subsistence  minimum 
upwards.  Equal  wages  for  equal  work  for  young  and  adult  wor 
kers  of  both  sexes.  Progressive  grading  of  apprentices*  wages 
during  the  course  of  apprenticeship. 

If  the  six  hour  day  is  established,  wages  are  to  be  paid 
for  eight  hours. 

Wages  of  all  young  workers  to  be  determined  by  trade 
union  agreements. 


..  the  inclusion  of,  and  full  pay 

hour  working  day  with  me  inu» 

for  continuation  school  hours. 

*»  >°“"8  *"*"  “p 

10  "TrohMioo  of  I*«  *ork  ”.'P  a^^FiwaOTmoilalioii 
Fully  sanuturiuiHS,  clc. 

<>i  young  noiktrs  in  ri  -lv,--;  ud  lo  20  years  being  employed 
PlohiMHoi)  u,  you*  «££  X »»  Ulth  fetes  work,, 

in  shops  and  mdustnft*  , h branches  of  the  chemical 

underground  work  in  the  mines,  ceiiam  « 

industry,  etc.).  - „g  3[K|  adult  workers; 

*»  *•  suiBis“w  "iinimum 

Sing  for  “c  youny  worter,  who  Have  >*" 

s>'s"“  °“r 

“'““‘‘‘cSmpu^'Cand  comp*.  trade  oducalion  for  all  young 

be  bared  -»«“**,£ 

regulated  according  to  the  principles  of  the  worU 
(factories,  etc  ).  The  basis  for  this  is  the  establishment  of  spec 

apprentices’  departments  in  the  factories.  . 

listablishment  of  common  training  shops  for  a 
huiue  and  petty  industries,  in  which  pari  ot  the  working  ho 

ar<  to  be  spent.  . _f  iu+ 

Abolition  of  individual  indentures,  and  the  inclusion 

apprentices  in  all  collective  agreements. 

Abolition  of  apprentices’  sweating  by  strict  regular  , 
regarding  the  right  to  employ  apprentices  (max. mum  onmoa 
of  apprentices  in  proportion  to  a definite  number  of  woik  », 
severe  punishment  for  mistreatment  and  for  offences  again 

working  hours  and  protective  legislation).  > 1 

I v.  o years  apprenticeship,  including  the  probation  [>eri<w, 
width  is  quite  sufficient  in  consideration  the  present  capitalist 
character  oE  work.  *2 
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Prohibition  to  occupy  apprentices  with  work  not  belonging 
to  their  trade. 

Prohibition  of  the  “ living  in  ” system 

Sfriel  supervision  of  apprenticeship  by  the  organs  of  the 
working  class  (trade  unions,  shop  councils). 

I abor  organizations  and  their  representatives  to  have  a 
voice  in  the  supemsion  of  Hie  training  shops  and  trade  schools. 
Apprentices  (pupils)  to  elect  councils  for  the  same  purpose. 

For  the  establishment  of  a militant  front  with  the  adult  working 
dass,  tile  Y.C.I.  has  formulated  the  following  demands: 

Young  workers  to  have  full  righfs  on  all  shop  councils. 

Young  workers  to  he  accepted  on  equal  urn  vs  into  Hie  trade 
unions,  but  to  pay  lower  dues. 

'•!)  Ilicse  demands  of  the  Young  Communist  International 
require  of  the  capitalist  system  a complete  change  of  the  present 
wage  system  for  the  young  workers.  The  determination  of  the  wages 
of  the  young  workers,  as  well  as  of  the  apprentices,  must  not  be 
left  to  flic  arbitrary  decision  of  Hie  rapacious  employer,  but  must 
be  done  by  collective  contracts  of  (lie  trade  unions.  Under  no 
circumstances  can  we  further  tolerate  that  the  wages  of  the  young 
workers  not  even  suffice  for  their  bare  necessities  of  life;  the 
minimum  of  subsistence  must  constitute  the  basis  for  the  minimum 
wage  oi  Uic  young  workers.  The  disgraceful  custom,  fatal  to  Hie 
entire  proletariat,  of  paying  to  young  workers  who  do  flic  work 
of  adults,  lower  wages  than  to  the  latter,  thus  causing  continuous 
competition  between  young  and  adult  workers,  must  be  abolished. 
Equal  wages  for  equal  work!  The  intensified  exploitation  of  the 
proletarian  girl  must  cease.  The  demand  for  equal  wages  for  equal 
labor  applies  to  her  as  well  as  to  the  young  male  workers  the 
six  hour  day.  once  established,  must  not  be  <<f  disadvantage  for  the 
young  workers;  they  must  receive  wages  for  an  eight  hour  day. 
As  long  as  capitalist  apprentices!!  p conrnacs  io  exist  at  a feature 
of  juvenile  wage-slavery,  and  as  long  as  Hie  socialist  reorganization 
of  youth  labor  and  the  ca re  for  the  welfare  «f  the  young  workers 
is  not  yet  brought  about,  Hie  apprentices  must  receive  increases  in 
wages  corresponding  to  the  skill  acquired,  i c.  graded  increases 
ill  wages  corresponding  to  tin*  respective  wages  of  (he  skilled 
workers.  With  regard  to  Hie  present  shameful  wage  system,  the 
fact  must  be  mentioned,  that  in  most  countries  unemployed  young 
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lvnlitiS  ;tlu|  apprentices  iwt'ivc.  al  best,  much  lower  unemployment 

aolts  than  the  adult  workers,  ami  m »'«$*  cases  none  at  all.  flic 
UIW1„  workers,  however,  must  not  only  sustain  life  just  as  the 
idult  workers  must,  hut  they  arc  exposed  much  more  to  the  dangers 
n,ism  m\  often  lose  the  possibility  of  learning  a trade.  From 
these", .wts  i wills  the  imperative  necessity  for  the  demands  of  the 
Yoi  [p,  Lljuat  mieniploymeiit  doles  for  young  and  adult  workers 
.nut  (or  the  establishment  of  training  shops  for  the  former.  3 

i(V  iUHtr  (/,;y  for  young  workers  was  also  a demand  of  the 
Stutte.nl  pi 0;1. ram  and.  under  the  pressure  of  the  young  workere, 
i*un  the  antagonist  Internationals  of  Youth  had  to  include  this 
demand  m their  programs  ( amsidcriug  the  critical  and  early 
st,:ue  <d  development  of  the  youth  and  their  need  for  mental  education 
,md  physical  turning,  no  one  will  today  deny  the  imperative  necessity 
ot  the  si\  hour  day  I ur  thermo  re,  the  prohibition  of  night  work  for 
all  y.uihs  up  la  this  agv  amt  of  their  employment  in  shops  and  in- 
dn si i ies  injtn  ams  to  their  health,  is  a matter  of  course  for  the  working 
class  which  vs  not  want  its  youth  to  be  destroyed  in  the  bloom  of 
its  years  Yu  sti  i\v  ior  a physically  and  mentally  younger  generation; 
‘■very  yniug  worker  must  receive  sufficient  holidays  and  good  care 
during  these  holidays,  as  well  as  sufficient  week-end  rest.  ’’Y  Bj 

1 lie  Y ( 1 furt  iter  more,  advocates  a number  of  demands  for  the 
t information  ot  the  present  apprenticeship  system  and  for  /wdfl 
ft:  tit  niton  for  oil  voting  workers,  which  capitalism  has  made  the  ex* 
jhusivc  privilege  ot  a few.  firis  compulsory  trade  education  is  not 
to  l ave  the  character  of  the  present  bourgeois  apprenticeship  and  con- 
tinuation schools  where  tire  pupils  arc  exploited  and  receive  no  real 
raining  m wit  fade  but  these  srlmnis  must  provide  practical*: 

m of  workshop  school  and  cxclud- 

! ; ; V;  £ * ";1’rLU  !'0ll,uh  ,his  d«ll™d  can  be  realized  only  under  " 

toil  iv  The  Insis  t tlii'^  i ,ISS*  " must'  nevertheless,  be  raised  even 
today.  I tic  basis  of  this  education  must  bo  the  anoron  tiers’  denartment 
m every  uidustry.  whhli  is  to  t>.*  , •'Pprentites  aeparui 

Bv  (lie  abolition  of  imlividLt  \ntZ  ‘ ' « thc  uorksll0p  Sch°?  'l 

by  the  organizations  of  tin*  Lrk‘lr?  and  lhr0ll«lt  strict  control; 

w rested  from  the  control  ot  cani|. E c!ass>  apprenticeship  must 

a*rrAf»*U»ftte  llti*  fml rCPlllntcCl  Hv  t COllfiCUV®] 


agreements  of  the  trailr  unions.  11  ,C,  hy  thc  collect! 

apprenticeship,  the  sweating  ■ n„(L  ^Pwlatioii  of  juvenile  labor m 
the  employer,  mus i be  luthlesstv  Er/'i  ^K*  of  the  rights  ok 

»»*y  fought,  and  lt,c  apprentice  who  per- 


ipnrcnuccsnip,  me  sweating  oi  f>>  juvenue  law  ■■■ 

the  employer,  must  In?  mthlesslv  fr/ 'i  KCS’  cbHm  of  the  rights  0* 


wnrZ,l,Ct!a^  ( f a WOrifeI  ITmt  1,avc  die  status  and  tin-  rights  of  a 
■ - , i , Purposes  of  exploitation,  the  training  of  apprentices 
m u _ us  ri.i  enterprises  is  entrusted  to  a worker  in  the  general  shop 
or  takes  place  in  piece  work  squads,  this  state  of  affairs  must  be  radi- 
ums Changed.  Special  apprentices*  departments  equipped  with  all 
modern  conveniences  for  training  must  be  established  in  all  factories 
and  must  provide  the  principal  part  of  education.  Under  capitalism 
I nest  .ipprcnfkcs  department  must  be  strictly  controlled  by  the 

w oi king  class  in  order  to  prevent  thc  numerous  abuses  by  the  capi- 
talists. 


The  smalt  medieval  workshop,  whose  hour  of  doom  has  struck, 
cannot  be  the  sole  place  of  modern  technical  education,  for  today  the 
chief  object  is  to  train  useful  workers  for  industry.  I lie  establishment 
of  collective  training  shops  for  a number  of  home  and  petty  industries 
in  which  apprentices  devote  part  of  their  time  to  technical  education 
is  a necessity,  as  long  as  the  apprenticeship  system  continues  to  exist 
in  handicraft.  The  form  of  these  depends  upon  the  practical  possibi- 
lities: either  apprentices’  departments  in  great  industrial  enterprises 
or  practice  in  continuation  schools.  Under  the  slogan  of  socialist  re- 
organization of  juvenile  labor  the  Young  Communist  International 
demands  the  education  of  all  young  workers  up  to  IS  years.  But  this 
extensive  education  which  can  only  be  realized  in  a socialist  society, 
has  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  thc  technical  training  under  a 
specialized  capitalist  system.  For  every  apprenticeship,  lasting  longer 
than  two  years,  capitalist  greed  it  the  only  motive.  1 icnce,  the  Y.C  I , 
now  as  before,  demands  of  the  capitalist  system  the  old  Stuttgart 
demand;  A two  years  maximum  for  all  apprentices— which  is  today 
more  justified  than  ever  since  the  division  and  specialization  of  labor 
has  advanced  considerably  in  the  course  of  the  fifteen  years  since  the 
Stuttgart  congress. 


( 5 ) What  is  the  essence  of  our  partial  demands  and  their  rela- 
tion to  our  revolutionary  struggle.'  Above  all  they  can  be  judged 
only  as  part  of  the  whole,  of  our  entire  militant  activities,  and  of 
which  they  constitute  an  inseparable  part.  Heme . if  we  formulate  a 
program  of  partial  demands,  we  do  so  with  a view  to  our  ultimate 
goal:  the  proletarian  revolution  and  the  establishment  of  a socialist 

«,>*  All  our  propegoniu  iZ 
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provement  in  the  situation  of  the  proletariat  and  in  the  organization 
t V juvenile  labor.  , 


Our  partial  demands  arc  (hose  which  the  working  class  rims! 
loi  inulatc  to  keep  intact  (lie  life  and  health  of  its  youth,  who  must  be 
strengthened  both  physically  and  mentally  for  the  class  struggle  and 
must  be  made  valuable  assets  of  the  proletarian  state  that  is  to  be. 
When  preparing  such  demands,  the  working  class  cannot  follow  the 
example  of  the  Social-Democrats  and  consider  whether  or  not  such 
demands  may  be  adjusted  to  the  interests  of  capitalist  economy.  Only 
the  degree  oj  pauperization  i vhith  the  proletariat  can  endure  and  yet 
retain  its  fighting  qualities,  ran  determine  our  actions,  not  the  needs 
and  the  exigencies  of  capitalist  society.  On  the  contrary  —in  the 
hands  of  the  communists  these  partial  demands  become  a lever  oj 
action  with  which  lo  bring  about  revolutionary  movements  and  to 
undermine  the  power  capitalism.  This  can  be  accomplished  all  the 
sooner  since  the  minimum  demands  for  the  workers’  standard  of  living 
which  were  commonly  acknowledged  before  the  war,  are  today  no 
longer  being  realized  in  the  period  of  the  decline  of  capitalism,  and 
will  lead  to  bitter  struggles  between  the  working  class  and  capital, 
While  the  Y.C.I.  is  thus  lighting  for  a decisive  improvement  in  the 
economic  situation  oi  the  working  class  youth,  it  subordinates  this 
struggle  to  the  interests  of  the  general  revolutionary  struggle  of  the 
working  class. 

The  utilization  of  the  most  modest  demands  tan  today  be 
achieved  only  by  bringing  into  play  (hr  economic  and  political  power 
aj  labor,  j.  c.,  by  means  of  the  revolutionary  struggle.  A clear  re- 
cognition of  this  fact,  which  finds  ifs  expression  in  the  communist 
politv  in  parliaments  and  municipal  councils,  distinguishes  the  econo- 
mic struggle  of  the  communist  organizations  from  the  reformist 
policy  of  the  Social- Democrats  w ho.  driven  by  the  fear  of  the  necessity 
for  a revolutionary  struggle,  have  sacrificed  the  most  elementary  and 
vital  demands  of  the  working  class  to  the  capitalist  dictatorship;  who 


have  carefully  retrained  from  calling  upon  the  masses  and  w'hodiscri 


initiate  between 


“economic”  problems  and  political  struggles. 


This  is 


very  serious  mistake  which  the  social  democrats  share  with  the 


"pure”  syndicalists. 


The  more  determined  the  struggle  becomes  which  the  masses 
make  for  their  demands,  the  greater  will  be  the  resistance  of  capital. 
The  determination  lo  struggle  will  increase  in  the  masses  and  they 


r.1 


will  learn  to  look  with  confidence  upon  the  communist  organizations 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  will  have  the  practical  experience  of  the 
shallowness  of  the  social  democratic  policy.  The  Communist  Party 
or  the  Young  Communist  League  will  fight  on  the  side  of  the  masses, 
showing  them  by  dear  and  cutting  criticism,  the  connections  between 
the  various  problems,  the  reasons  for  their  successes  and  their  defeats, 
and  the  significance  of  their  struggle.  To  the  degree  in  which  strugg- 
les for  partial  demands  mobilize  ever  greater  masses  of  workers  (and 
it  is  the  task  of  (he  communist  organizations  to  extend,  intensity  amt 
combine  such  struggles  under  concrete  slogans) ; to  the  degree  in 
which,  in  this  struggle,  the  needs  of  the  proletarian  masses  are 
opposed  to  the  needs  of  capitalist  society — in  that  degree  will  Un- 
working  (lass  realize  that  if  it  wants  to  live,  capitalist  society  must 
perish.  This  knowledge  is  the  basis  oj  the  determination  for  the 
struggle  for  the  proletarian  dictatorship. 

Thus  the  struggle  for  the  cconomc  partial  demands  becomes  the 
training  school  for  the  broad  masses  of  the  working  class  youth  which 
tire  still  apathetic  or  muddled 


HTMII  Hi  ini  Congress  of  tin*  Y.C  I.  resolves: 

I (1)  To  adopt  as  a basis  die  new  draft  of  llic  program 
^ proposed  bv  the  E.C.  of  the  V.C.I. 

(2)  To  instruct  the  next  Bureau  Session  to  decide  upon  ttie 
program  in  its  definite  and  final  form. 

(3)  I'o  cany  on  a thorough  discussion  regarding  the  program 
in  the  Leagues. 
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